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INTRODUCTION. 


Here is no ZAW under Heaven, which 'hath 

its Riſe from Nature or Grace, that forbids 
Men to Deal Honefily and Plainly with the greateſt Per- 
ſonages in Matters of higheſt Importance to their | 
Preſent and Future Good, On the Contrary, the Dz- 
Fites of both enjoyn every Man that Office to his 
Neighbour, and from Charity among private Perſons, 
it becomes a Dsty indiſpenſible to the Publick : Nor 
do Worthy Minds think ever the leſs kindly of Ho- 
neſt and Humble Monitorsz; and God, he knows, 
that ofc-times Princes are Peceived, and Kingdoms 
Languiſh for Want of them. How far the Foſture 
of our Afﬀairs will juſtifie this Addreſ, I ſhall fub- 
mit to your Judgment, and the Obſervation of every 
intelligent Reader. 

Certain itis, that there are few Kingdoms in the 
World more Divided within ther:felves, and whoſe Re- 
ligioxs Imereſts lie more ſeemingly croſs to all Accom- 
m>dation, then that we live in, which renders the 


Magiſtrate's Task hard, and giveth him a Difficulty, 


ſome think inſurmountable. 

Your Endeavours for a Uniformity have been ma. 
ny; Your Ad5not a ſew to Enforce it  butthe Corſe- 
quence, whether you intended it or no, through the 
Barbarous PraQices of thoſe that have had their Exc« 
cution, hath been the Any of Vern FRO: 
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Sd 
of. the Free Inhabitants ox Wo Kingdom of their 111. 
forfeiced Rights, Perſons + have been flung into Goals, 
Gates and Trunks broak open, Goods diftrained, till 4 $14,! 
vath not been left to fit down on; F locks of Cattel driven, 
whole Barns full of Cora ſeized, Parents left without the; 
Children, Children mithout- their Parents, both withoy; 
Subſiſtence : But that which aggravates the Cry. 
elty, is,. the Widdow:'s. Mite hath. not eſcaped their 
Hands; they have made her Cow the Forieit of her 
Conſcience, riot leaving her a Bed to lie on, nor a 
Blanket to cover her : and which is yet more Bar. 
barous, and helps..co make up this Tragedy, the 
poor Helpleſs, Orphans Milk boiling over the Fige, was 
flange away, and the Skillet maie part of their Prize, that, 
had. not Nature in Neighbours been ſtronger then 
Cruelty in ſuch 7aformers and Officers, to open her 
Bowels. for their Relief and Subliſtence, they muſt 
have utterly 'periſht, Nor can theſe inhuman Inſtru- 
ments plead Conſcience or Duty to thoſe Laws that 
have been made againſt Diſſenters, lince their Aﬀtions 
have abundantly tranfcended the ſevereſt Clauſe in 
them, for to ſee the Impriſon'd has been Suſpicion enough 
for a Goal; and to viſit the Sick, ro make a Conventicle: 
Fining and Straining for Preaching and being at a Meeting, 
where there hath been neither, and Fourty Pound ior 
Twenty, at pick and chooſe! roo, is. a Moderate Ad- 
vance. with ſome of them. Others thinking «ifs 
a-Way too Dull and Troubleſ6m , alter vhe Que- 
ſtion, and tury, Have you met? which the AQ in- 
tends, to, Fill you Swear ? which it intendeth .not : 
ſo. that in ſome Places it hath been ſufficient to a 
Prinignire, that men have had Eſtates to loofe ;_ I 
mean, ſuch men, who through Tenderneſs refuſe he £4 by 
TOSS TD thn IO mod Pig ets 1961s! © "bw 


THE LORIE: 

but: by Priaciple.Jove-the, 4/egiance not leſs then their ©” 
Adverlaries. pn oa 

-. Fiading then by Sad Experience, aid along 
Tra .of . Time, That, the. very Remedrcs applyed 
to; cure. Diſſeaſion increaſe it 3 and that the more 
Vigorouſly an tnformity is coercively prolecuted 
LIE | Wecr. Breaches 2row, the more Inflamed Per- 
{08S arc, arg AXt ta: their Reſolutions to ſtand by. 
their Principles ; Which, befdes all other. Inconveni- 
eacics to.-thole that. give. thei Trouble, their: very 
Sufferings eget. that. Coxpaſſiop in the Multitude, 
Which. rarcly, mitle. of many Friends, and makes a: 
Pseparation tor not a- few Proſelytes, ſo: much more 
Reverend. is Suf:rizg, then making men to ſuffer: for 
Religion,  even;oi thoſe that cannot ſuffer for their Re- 


ligiong—ii yet they have any Religion - to ſuffer for, 


Hiſtories are full of Examples; The Perſccation of 


the, Chriſtian. Religion made it more Illuſtrious then 
its Doctrine : Perhaps it will be denyed to Ez2lifh 
Diſſenters, that they.relie upon ſo.goad a. Caufe, and 
therefore a Vanity in.them to expect.thar Succeſs. 
Arrianiſm it felt, reputed the fouleſt" Hereſie by the 
Church, was by no Artifice of its Party fo diſlemina- 
ted, as-the {evere Oppoſition of the. Homonſians, 
Conteſts naturally. draw Company and the Vul- 
ear arc juſtified in their Curioſity, 1t not Pitty, when 
they ſee ſo many Wiſer-Men buſie themſelves ro ſup- 
prels a People, by whom they ſee no other ill chen. 
 thas for Nen.conformity- in Matters of Religion they 
bear Indignities patiently. 
To be ſhort ; It all the 7nterruptions, Informations, 
Fines, Impriſenments, Exiles and Blood, the great E* 
nemy. 


OBE + FOOT AY 
nemy of Nature, as well as Grace, hath excited 
man in all Ages to about Matters of Worfhip from Caiy 
and Abe/'s time to ours, could furniſh us withſuffici- 
ent Preſidents, that the Deſign. propoſed by the 1 
fFors of ſo much Severity, was ever th - thatt ey 
have ſmother d Opinions, 4nd not 6 news but Extin. 
 Loiſht Conteſt, it might perhaps at leaſt prudentially give 
Cheek to our Expeftations, and allay my juſt Confidence 
in this 4dareſs 3 But fince ſuch Attempts have ever 
been found 1mproſperons, as well as that they are too 
Coſtly, and that they have procured the Fudements of 
God, the Haired of Men, to the Sufferers, Miſery, to 
their Countries, Decay of People and Trades and to 
their own Conſctences an infinite Guilt, I fall ro the 
Queſtion, and then the Solution of it; in which, as I 
declare, I intend nothing that ſhould in the leaſt abate 
of that Love, Honour _ Service that are due to you 
ſo I beſeech you, do me that Juſtice as ro make the 
faireft Interpretation of my Expreſſions, tor the whole of 
my Plain and Honeſt Deſign is, to offer my Mite for 
the 7ncreaſe of your True Honour and my dear Conniry's 
Felicity. 
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_ The QUESTION. 
V T Hat u moſt Fit ,Bafie and Safe 
; at thu Funfture of Affairs to 
be done, for Compoſing, at leaſt Quieting 
Differences; for Allaying the Heat of 
Contrary Intereſts, and making them 
Subſervient to the Intereit of the Go- 
vernment, and Conſiſtent with the Pro- 


ſperity of the Kingdom * 
"The ANSWER. 


I. An Inviolable and Impartial Maintenance 
of EngliſþRights, | 

IT. Our Superiours governing themlelves up- 
on a Ballance,as near as may be, towards the 
ſeveral Religious Intereits, ; 

HI. A fincere Promotion of General and 

 PraGtical Religion. | 


I ſhall briefly diſcourſe upon theſe Three Things,and 
endeavour to prove them a ſufficient, if not the only x'x 
Anſwer that can be given tothe Queſtioa proponnded, 


Eneliſi 


©) 


Of ENG LISH-RIGHT. 


PF Here is no Government in the World but it. muſFeither 
| + ſtand upon 14 awd Powers of Condition',and Con. 
traF:;. "The one rules.by Xen ;, the ether by Laws. 
' And above all Kingdoms under Heaven it is Englard's Felicity to 
 kave her Conſtitution ſo impartially Juſt and Free, as there can- 
not well be any thing more remote from Arbitrarinels, and jealous 
of preſerving her Laws, by which allRight is maintain'd. 
" Theſe Laws are either Fundamental, and*{o immutable ; or 
more Superficial and Temporary, and conſequently. alterable. 
By Superficial Laws we underſtand ſuch As, Laws or Sta- 
tites, as are: ſuited to preſent Occurrences, agd :Emergencies 
of State ; and wiich may as well be abrogated, as they 
were firſt made for the Good of the Kingdom : Forfſaftance; 
Thoſe Statutes that relate to Victuals, Cloaths, Times and Pla- 
- ces of Trade, &c. which have ever ſtood whillt the Reaſon of 
; them was in Force; but when that Benefit, which once redoun- 
ded, fell by freſh Accidents,- they ended*according.to that old 
Maxim, Cefſaxte raticne lepis, ceſſat lex. WO HAS 
By Fundamental Laws I do not only underſtand ſuch-as imme- 
dntely fpring from Syzrereſis,thar Eternal Principle of Truth and 
dapience,more orleſs diſſeminated through Mankind,which are as 
the Corner- Stgnes of Humans Structure, the Baſis of reaſonable 
Socteties, without whichall would run into Heaps, and Confuſt- 
en: namely, Honeſte vivere, alterum non ledere, jus fun cnt; 
tribuere; that is, To live Honeſtly, nat to Hurt another, and 
to g1ve every one their Right (Excellent Principkes,and common 
to all Nations : Though that it ſelf were ſufficient to our preſent 
pwrpote) Butthole Richtrand Priviledges, Which I call Engtiſt, 
end which are the proper Birth ri-ht of Enzliſh racn, may: be 
rediced fo theſe Three : | 
Firſt, A Owncrſhip,and Vndiſturbed P #fſ- Mc: That what they 


Ht4v3, 15 rithtly theirs, and no Bod)y's wife, 


2dly, 


2dly, 4 Voting of every Law, that is, mad:, whereby 
that Ownerſh:p or Propriety may be maintained, 

zdly, An Influence upon, and arial Shire in that Fu- 
dicatory Power that muſt apply every ſuch Law ; which os 
the Ancient, Necefſary and Laudable Uſe of Furicr, if 
not found among the Brittains, to be ſare prattiſed by 
the Saxons, arid cobtinued through the Normans to this 
very day. 

That theſe have been the Ancient and Undoubted 
Rights of Ex2/:/ men;as three great Roots, under whoſe 
ſpactous Branches the Engl:fh People have been wont to 
ſhelter themſelves againſt the Storms of Arbitrary Go- 
vernneent; I ſhall endeavour to prove. 


I. An Ownerſhip and Undiſturbed Poſſeſſion, 


This relates both to Title and Security of Effate, and 
Liberty of Perſon, 'from the Violence of Arbitrary 
—_ | 

'Tis true, the Foot. Steps of the Brirriſh Government are 
'very much over-grown by Time: There is ſcarcely any 
thing remarkable left us, but what we are beholden to 
Strangers for ; either their ewn Unskilfulnels in Letters, 
or their Depopulations and Conquelts by Invaders, have 


deprived the World of a particular Story of their Laws Ceſ/ar.Com, 

ind Cuſtoms in Peace or War : However, Ceſar, Ta- Tac, in vit, 

6itus, and eſpecially Dion, ſay enough to prove their fgr:c. 

bh from Slaviſh;as D0z.1,6. 
their Breeding and Manners were remote from the Edu. Beda, 

cation and greater Skill of the Romans. Beda and 27. 1. eft, an, 

Weſtminſter fay as much, 416.1.1,c.,17 


Nature and their Government to be as 


The Law of Property they obſerved, and made thoſe 

Laws that concern'd the Preſervation of it. I 
The Saxons brought no Alteration co theſe two Fun- 
damentals of our Z»2!:ſþ Government ; for they were a 
Free People, Sovern'd by Laws; of which they them- 
ſelves were the Makers ; that is, There was no Law 
2 mace 


Hilt. Germ, 


Concil. Brs. 
P. 397, 


Et. Ine Lam, 


AAtror, C. I. 


$. 2. 


Miror, Juſt, 


(S 3 

made without the Conſent of the People (de majority, 
amnes) as Tacitus oblerveth of the Germans in genes! 
They loſt nothing by tranſporting of themſelves hithe; . 
and doubtleſs found a greater Conſiſtency between thei; 
Laws, then their Ambition : For the Learned Colley; 
of the Britiſh Councils tells us, That Ethelſfon, the.Saxyy 
King, pleading with the People, told them, Seeing 7 
according to your Law, allow what u yours, ds ye ſo with my 
Whence Three Things are obſervable , 1/*, That ſome. 
thing was theirs, that no Body elſe could diſpoſe of, 24) 
That they have Property by their own Law; therefore 
they had a Share in making their own Laws. 34/y, That 
the Law was Umpier between King and People; ni. 
ther of ary > to infringe ; the Law limited them, 
This Ina, the Great Saxon King, confirms ; There ;, 
no Great Man, ſaith he,: nor any other in the whole Kiz.« 
dom, that may abeliſh written Laws, It was alſo a preat 
part of the Sao» Oath, adminiſtred to the Kings at 
their Entrance upon the Government, to Maintain ad 
Rule according to the Laws of the Nation, Their Par. 
lament they called Mickiemote,, or Wittangemote ; it 
conſiſted of: King, Lords and People, before the Clergy 
interyove themſelves with the Civil Government. And 
Andrew Horn in his. Miror of Fuſtice,. tells us, That 
the Grand Aſſembly of the. Kingdom in the Saxon time, was 
to Confer of the Government of God's Feople, how they 
might be kept from-Sin in quiety and have Right dune them 
according to the Cuſtoms and Laws, 

Nordid this Law. end with the Saxon Race ©: V'iliam 


the Conqueror; as he is uſually. called, quitting all claim 


Hoven, Ead- 
enkr, Fiſtor. 
I! 1.p.13. 

14. Paris, 


vit, Guliel.. 


by Conqueſt, g/adly ſfoopt to the Laws obſerved by 
the Sax0; Kings, and:ifo became a King by Leave, valu- 
ing'a Title by E/c&:on before that which is founded in 
Power only : He therefore at his Coronation made a fo- 
lemn Covenant to maintain the good, approv'd, and anci- 
ent Laws of the Kingdom, and 10 mnbibit. all Spoil and un- 
juſt: Zudament,. | 


q\ nd | 


And this, ZenFythe ff hi third Son, amongſt others 

his Titles mentioned in his Charter, to make Ely a Bir _ 
ſhoprick, calls timſelf Son of William tbe Great, who Specileg, 

by Hereditary Right ſucceeded King Edward (call'd 

the Confeſſor) in this Kingdom. An ancient Chronicle | 

of Leichfield ſpeaks of a Council of Lords that adviſed Chro Lewhf. 
william of Normandy, To call together all the Nobles and 

riſe Men throughout therr Counties of England, that they 
might ſet down their own Laws and Cuſtoms ; which was 

about the fourth year of his Reign: Which impliesz 

that they had Fundamental Laws, and that he intended 

their Confirmation, as followeth, And one of the firft 

Laws made by this King, which, as a notable Author 

laith, ay ve called the firſt Magna Charta' in the Nor- 

man T*mes, by which he referved to himſelf nothing of 

the Free-men of this Kingdom, but their Free Service ; in 

the Concluſion of jt, ſaith, that The Lands of the Inhabi- LI. Guteln, 
tarts of this Kingdom were granted to thery tn Inherttance c.S Fo | 
of the King, and by the Common Council of the whole 

Kingdom ;, which Law doth allo provide, That they ſhall 

hold their Lands and Tenements well or quietly, and in 

Peace, from all unjuft Tax and Tillage ;, which is further 

expounded in the Laws of #erry the firſt, ch, 4, That 

no Tribute or Tax ſhould be taken, but what was due in 

Edward the Confefſor's Time. So that the Norman Kings 

claim no other Right in the Lands and Poſſcſſions of any. 

of their Subjects, then according to Engliſh Law and 

Right, And fo tender were they of Property in thoſe 

times, that when Juſtice it ſelf became importunate in a 

Caſe, no Diſtreſs could iſſue without publick Warrant 

ebtained.; nor that neither, but upon Three Complaints 

firſt made { Nay, when Rape and Plunder was rife, and 

men ſeem'd to have no more Right to their own,then they 

had Power. to maintain, even then was this Law ſaffici-- 

ent SanQtuary toall Oppreſſed, by being publickly plea. Ll. Gzliel:. 
ded at the Bar againſt all Uſurpations, though it were cap.4.2, 45. 

a 2 under Glofl, 227, 


4 
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Cami, Brit, under the Pretence of their Conqueror's Right itſelf, a; 
by the. Cafe of Edwin of Sharnbonrn appears, 
The like Obligation to maintain this Fundamental Lay 
of | Property, with: the appendent Rights of the Peopie, 
was taken by Rafus, Henry the iſt, Stepherr, Henry 
the 2d, Richard the 1ſt, Fobn, and Henry the. 2d ; 
which brings me to that Famous Law, called, Magna * 
Charta, or The Great Charter of Eneland, of which 


Norft. 


Ll, E aw. » 


More anon ; 


it being my Deſign toſhew, That nothing 


of the Eſſential Rights of Engliſh men was thereby de 
povo granted, as in Civility to King Herry the third 


? 


"It is termed; but that they are therein enly repeated 


and confirmed: Wherefore I ſhail return to antecedent 


Times tofetch down the remaining Righrs, 


The ſecond part of this firſt Fundamental is, Z:ber:y 
of Perſon, The Saxens were {o tender in the point of 
Impriſonment, that there was little or no uſe made of 
it ; nor would they ſo puniſh their Bond-men, vinculis 


coercere rarum eſt; In caſe of Debt or Dammage, 


the 


Recovery thereof was cither by a Delivery of the juſt 


Value in Goods, or pon tlie Sheriffs-Sale of the Goods, 
in Money ; and.if that ſatisfied not,.the Land was exten- | 
ded; and when all was gone, they were accuſtomed to 
nake their laſt Seizure vpon the-Party's Arms, and. then 
he.was reputed an Undone Man, and caſt vpon the Cha- 
rity of his Friends for-Subliſtence, but his Perſon never 
impriſon'd for the Debr, no, not in the King's Caſe: 
Ll. Aljr. 8.1..And to the Henour of King Alfred be it ſpoaken, He im- 
priſon'd cne of his Fudges for Impriſoning a Man in that 
Caſe, And we'find among his Laws this Paſſage, 2ui 
immerentem Paganum vinculis conftrinxerit, decem ſolidis 
noxam ſarcito: That if a Man ſhould impriſon a Pagar, 
or Heathen unjuſtly , his- Purgation. of that Offence 
ſhould be no _leſs then the Payment of Ten Shillings ; 
a Sum very conſiderable in thoſe dayes. Nor did the 


Revolution from Sax0z to Norman drop this Priviled 


ge; 


for . 


CT.) 

for. beſides the general Confirmation of former Rights 
by William, ſurnamed the Conqueror, his Son Henry the Ll, Galichn. + 
firſt, particularly took ſuch Care of continuing this part c. 42145355. 
of Property inviolable, that in his-Time-no Perſon was to Ll. Hcy x 
be impriſon'd for committing of Morta] Crime it ſelf, cap. 5. 
unleis he were firſt attainted bythe Verdict of Twelve | 
Men. | 

Thus much for the firſt:of my Three Fundamentals, _ 
Rint of Eſtate, and Liberty of Perſon 5 that 1s to ſay, 
Tam no man s-Bond-man, and what I poſſeſs is invidlably - 
mine own, 


2. A Poting of tvery Law that s made,” whereby that 
ownerſhip or -Propriety may be maintained, 


That the ſecond..Fundamental of our Engl:ſh Govern» 
ment was no Incroachment upon the Kings of more . 
modern Ages, but extant long before the grear Charter 
made in the Reign of Her, 3. even as carly as the Brit- 
rains themſelves; and that it continued to the time of . 
Hen, 3, 1 ſhall prove. by ſeveral Inſtances. 

: Ca/. Comm. - 

Ceſar in his Commentanies tells us, That it was the. 1, 5, 6, 
Cuſtom of the Britiſh Cities to EleR their General 3 Dzoz. in vis. 
and if in War, why not.in Peace ? D:on aſſures vs in Sever. 
the Life of Severus the Empexor, That in Brutain the 
People held a Share in Power and Government; which - -- 
isthe modeſteſt ConſtrpAion, his words will bear. . And Tac. in vit.. - 
Tacitus faith, , They had a Common Council; and rhat Agric, C12... 
one great Reaſon of their Overthrow by the Romans was, 
their not Conſulting. with, .and Relying upon their Come 
mon Council, Apain, Both Bedz and A1ar, $4666 ol 
tellus, That the Brirrains ſyurmon'd a Synod, choſe their- - 
Moderator, and expell'd the Pelagian Creed: All whie\. 
ſuppoſes popular Aſſemblies; wi%h Power to order Nati- 
onal Aﬀairs, And indeed, the learned Author of the Bric- 
2iſhConncils gives ſome Hims to this Purpoſe, That hey, 

; 7M ag. 
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fad a Common Council, Vo call'd it, KYFR-Y-THEN. 
The Saxons were not- inferiour to the Britains in this 
Point, and Story furniſheth us with more and plainer 
Proofs. They brought this Liberty along with them, 
and it was not likely they ſhould looſe it, by tranſport- 
ing themſelves into a Country where they alſo found it, 
Tacitns reports it to have been generally the Germary, 
Tacit, Hiſt, Liberty, hike unto the Corncio of the Arhenians and 
Germ, Lacedsmonians, They call theit Free-men Fr:lings, and 
Plat, in vit, theſe had Votes in the Making and Executing the general 
fo. & Lyr, Laws of the Kingdom In Erbelbert's time, after Au. 
fin's Inlinuations had made his Follewers a Part f 
the Government, the Commune Conciliurm was tam Cleri 
Concil, Brix, quam Populs, In Ina's time, Suaſu & mſtituto Epiſcope- 
I62, rum,omntum Senatorum & natu majorum ſapientum populi, 
Ll. Sax Lam. Alfred after him reform'd the former Laws conſulto ſ«- 
Cantab.f, 1. pientum, Likewiſe Matters of publick and general 
Ibid, f, 22, Charge, incaſe of War, &c. we have granted in the Aſ- 
ſembly, Regi, Baronibns & Poputo, And though the $4- 
L1.Ed, Lam. xon Word properly imports the Meeting of Wiſe Men, 
Cant: f.139, yet all that would come might be preſent, and interpoſe 
their Like or Diſlike of the preſent Propoſition, as that of 
Ina, tn maona ſervorum Det frequentia, Again, Com- 
mune Concrlinm ſentorum & populorum totins regn, the 
,Common Council of the Elders and People of the whole 
Kingdom. The Council of W::0z, Ann.855: is ſaid to 
Li.S4x. Lam" be inthe Preſence of the Great Men, aitorumg; fidclinrs 
P. 1. :nfinita mult :tudine ;, & an infinite multitude of other faith® 
Concil, Brs:, ful People, which was nigh Four Hundred Y cars before the 

19. Jngulph, Great Char'er was made, | : 
Srl Gloff My laft Inſtance of the Saxon Ages (hall be ovt of the 
Th peat Gloſſery of the learned En»! ſh Knight, H. Sp:lman : 
F4Þ * The Saxon Wittangemate or Perliam:n (faith he) u a Con- 
TINT» venticn of the Princes, as well Biſhops #: Magiſtrates, 41d 
the free People of the Kingdom ;, and that the iaid #ittan» 
gemote confulted of the common Safery un Pace and War, 
nd for the Promotion of the common Good, ##1K:am of 
Normandy 


cv 
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Kormandy choſe rather to rely upon the Peoples Conſentthen 
his ownn Pawer to obtain the Kingdom, He wore to them to 
maintain their o/a Laws and Priviledges ; they to him Obc- 
di:nce for his io governing of them : for,as a certait-Author 
hath it, Ze bond 519:ſelf ro be Fi:ſt,that he might be Great ;, Ll. Gallo; 
and the Peaple to ſmbmur to Fuſtice,that they migh» be Free. In c. 55 : 
his Laws, E.55.. We, by the Common Council of the whole 
Kingdom,have granted the Peoples Lands ro them ia Inheri- 
tance, according to therr ANCIENT Laws, Matters of 
general Charge upon-the whole Body of the People, were 
ſetled by this grand Council, by the Commune Cor:cilium, 
eſpecially in the Charge ef Arms impoſed upon theSubjeR. [1 G,1;7 
The Law faith it to have been done by the common Conncil 58. ; 
of the Kingdom. So W, Rnfm and Henry the Firſt, were Syiciles, 
received by the commer Conſ?1t of the People, And Stephen's ' pr Mall, « 
Words were, Ego Stephanus, Dez graria,, Aſſenſu Cleri Hiſt ,, 161 
& Popult in Regno Anglia ele, &c. I Stephen, by the' Cy py 
Grace of God, and Conſcrt of the Clergy and Peoples. fol,,. "xk 
choſen King of Englandyc&e. So King Fub-: was choſen tam” freil. ann? = 
Cleri quam Populi unaiimo torſenſs & favor, by the Fa- % ets 
vour and- unanimous Conſent of the Clergy and People : Reg.inarch 
And his Queen 1s iatd to have been. crown'd de commurt Cy, — : . 
conſenſu & concords voluntate Archiepiſcoporum, Comitum, chiepiſcg r, 
Baronam,Cleyt & Popul; tor stes Rrgn, = by the common Rot s 
Aſſent and unanimous Good: Will of the Arch Bifhips, app < * 
B:ſhops,, Counts, Barons, Clirgy and People of the whol Feh.Memb 
Kinsdom,. King Ed.1. alſo:delired Money of the corre n, > 3 
Concilum or Par'tament, as they have given inmy time, py, Þ,, 
andthat of my Progenitors, Kings.. Ip Ne 
All-which ſhows, that it was Ariccedent to the Great 
Charter, not the K:chts therein repeated andconfirmed,but 
the Ac it (elf, | 
 AndKing Fohz's Reſignation of theCrown to the Pope, 
being queſtion'd' upon ſome Occaſion in Edwardthe 34'S Ry; Par 49. 
Time, it was agre:d upon, that he had »o Poner ro do Eq. q , 78. 
it without the Conſent of the Dukgs,, Prelates, Barrons and 
Commons, | 
Andias paradoxa! as 8ny may pleaſe ©) think it, 'tis 
- "de 


Toh. ex ver, 
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th great Intcreſt 'of a Phones that the People ſhovid 
have « ſhare in the making of their own Laws ; Where 'tis 
otherwiſe, they are no K:ngs of Free-men, but Slaves, and 
thoſe their E7:c-1:es for making them ſo, Leges nulla alia 
- '64nſa nes tencut,. quam qued jaicio populi recepte ſunt . 
TheLews (faith V/p:a7:) do therefore Ts the People, 
becauſe-they arc alowed of by their Judgment, And 
 Gratianz in Dec, diſtin, 4. Tum demum humane lege; 
babent vim ſuam, cumjſuerint ron mode inſtitute, ſed etiam 
. frrmate Approbatione Communaaty : Itis then f ſaith he ) 
that human Laws have their dueForce,when they ſhall not 
- only be deviſed, but confirm'd by the Approbatior; of the 
People. 1. It raakes Men 4:1zgent, and encreaſeth Trade, 
which advances the Revenue ; for where Men are not free, 
they will never ſeek to improve, becauſe they are not ſure 
--of what they have. 2. It frees the Prince from the Fea- 
| louſie ard Hate of his People; and conſequently, - the 
Troubles and Darger that follow ; and makes his Province 
exlic and ſafe. 3. If any Inconveniency attends the Exe- 
cution of any Law,the Pr:7ce is not to be blam'd ; 'tis their 
own Fault that-made, atleaſt conſented to it. 
| ſhall now proceed to the third Fundamental, and by 
plain Evidence prove it to bave-been a material part of the 
_ Goyernment before the Great Charter was enacted, 


3. The People have an Influence upon, and a great Share 
in that Fadicatory Power. & Cc. 


That it was a Bri:t;ſh Cuſtom,l will net affirm, but have 
' ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe ; for if the Saxe#s had brought it 
with them, they would alſo have leſt it behind them, and 
in all likelyhood there would have been ſome Footſteps in 
Saxony of ſuch a Law or Cuſtom which we find not. 1 will 
not enter the Liſts with any about it , Thisſhall ſuffice. that 
we find it early among the Saxons in this Country ;, and it 
they, a free People 4n their own Country, ſetling them- 
ſelves here asa new plated Colony, did ſupply w! at was 

efeQtive in their own Government, or add ne oy 

ree- 


Freedom to themſelves, as all Planters are wont to. do - 
which are as thoſe firſt and Corner Stones, their Poſterity 

withall Care and Skill are to build uponzthat will lerve my 

turn to prove it a Fundamental ; that is, ſuch a fir/# Þ, 17 
ciple in our Engliſh Government, by the Agreement of the 
- People difuſrvely, that it ought ot to be violated; I would 
- not beunderſtood of the amber, but of the ay of Tryal; 
that is to'lay,- that Jen were not to be condemned but by the 
 Patesof the Freemen,N, Bacon thinks that in ruder times the 

multitude tryed all among themſelves ; and fancyes it caine 
from Greczan5sthat determin'd Contraverſies by the Sr ffrage 
of 34, or tbe major part of them, Be itas 1t will, Furies the 

Saxons had ; for in the Laws of King /£cheidred, about, 
.300 Years before the Entrance of the Norman Duke, we Ll.Sxx, Law 
' find enacted, i” fngulis Centurits, &c, thus Engliſht, 40n. 675, 
-In every Hundred let there be a Court, and let twelye An- 

' cient Free-men, together with the Lord of the Hnndred be 
ſworn, that they will not condemn the Innocent, or agquir the 

Guilty : | And ſo ſtrict were they of thoſe Ages in obſerving 
this fundamental Way of Fudicature, that Alfred put one of 
his Fadges to Death ſer paſſing Senterice upon a Verdift 

corrupt ly obtain'd,. upon the Votes of the Furors, three of 
twelve being in the Negative : If the Number was ſo ſecred, 
' what wasthe Conſtiturion it ſelf ? The very ſame King ex- 
:ecuted another of his Fudzes for paſſing Sentence of Death 
»pon an Ignoramus rerturn'd by the Fury; and a third for 
condemning a Man upon an Inqueſt taken ex officio, whenas 
the Deliaquent had not put himſelf upon their Tryal, More 
of his Juſtice might be mention'd even in this very Caſe, 

There was alio a Law made in the time of +Erheldred, LI, Frbei ch 
when'the Briteains and Saxas began to grow tame to exch z, Lamb. 
"other, and intercommon amicably,, that ſaith, Leer there be © 
"Twelve men of Underſtanding, &c. fix Engliſh aud ſix 
Welſh, and let them deal Fuſtice, beth to Engliſh 4d 

Welch. [TY IH 

Alſo in thoſe ſimpler times, If 4 Crime extended but to 1 jy. 
ſome ſham: ful Pennaxce, as Pillary cr Whippisg (the laſt 5 Copy, 
whereof as uſual as it may be with us, was inflicted only 

| b upon 
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upon their Eond-atdh then might the Pennance be yeduc'g 
10.4 Ranſom, according to the Nature of the Fault ; by; ;, 
muſt be ſo aſſeſt in the Preſence of the Judge, and' by (1; 
Twelve, that is the Tury of F rtlingt, or. Free-men, 
Hitherto. Stories tell us of Tryals by Furies, and: thoſe 
to have conliſtediin general Terms of Free-men, but PER 
PARES. came after, occafion'd by the conſiderable Saxe,;, 
negleRing that Service,and leaving itto the inferior People 
(who loſt theBench,their ancient Right,becauſe they were 
not thought Company for aJudge or Sherif) And from the 
Srowing Pride of the Des, who lighted ſuch a Rural Fx. 
dieature, and deſpiſed the Fellowſhip! of the mean Sax; 
Free-men,in publick Service ; forthe wiſe Saxo7 King per- 
eciving the Dangerovs Conſequence of ſubmitting the 
Lives and Liberties of the [aferiour (but not leſs uſefy] 
People) ts the Dittates of any ſuch ſuperb Humour ; and on 
. the other hand, of ſubjecting the Nobler Sort ro the Suſff+age 
of the Inſerior Rank, with the Advice ofthis Wirtazenmore 
Provides a third Way, moſt Equal and Grateful, and by 
Agreement with. Gunthurne the Dene, ſetled the Law of 
Peers, or Equals.;, which is the Envy of Nations, but the 
famous Privilcaze of our Engliſh People,one of thole three 
Pillars the Fabrick. of this ancient. and Free Governmes.t 
ftands upon. | . 
This Beaefir gets Strength by Time, and'is receiv'd by 
the Norman- Duke and his Succeſfors; and not only con- 
firm'd in the-lump of other Privitedpges, but in one notable 
Caſe for all, that might be =p to prove, that the fu: 
damental Priviled;es mentian'd in the $ rear Charter, 9. 
Hen, 3. were before it, The Story is more at Targedeliver'd 
by our Learned Selder ;, But thus; The Norman Duke having 
Siven his half Brother Od», 'alarge Territory in Kenr, with 
the Earldom ;, andhe taking Advantage at the King's being 
diſpleaſed with the Arch-Biſhop of Canrerbury,to poſſes him- 
ſelfof ſome of the Lands of that See : Landfrank that fuc- 
ceeded theArch-Biſhop,inform'd hereof, petition'd theKing, 
for Juſtice ſecundum legem terre, according to the [Law oi 
tieLand 3 Upoll which the X png ſummon'd a Count y-C ont, 


the 


the Debate laſted three Dayes bile errimen of Kent 
in the Preſence of Lords and Biſhops, and others 5kilful in 
the' Law, and the Fudgment paſſed for the Arch-Biſhop 
UPON THE Y OT ES OF THE FREE-MEN. 


By all which it is (I hope) ſufficiently and inoffenſively 
manifeſted, that theſe three Principles: 

1, Engliſh mer have individually the alone Right of Poſ= 
ſeſſion” and Diſpoſition of what Hey hobk, | 

2, That they are Parties to the Laws of their Country, for 
the Afaintenance of that great and juſt Law, 

3. That they have an Influence upon, and a real Shays 
in the Fudicatory Power, that ſhall apply thoſe Laws made, 
have been the ancient Rights of the Kingdom, and common 
Baſss of the Government ;, that which Kings under the ſe- 
veral Revolutions have ſworn to maintain, and Hiſtory 
affords .us ſo, many Preſidents 'to confirm; So that the 
Great Charter made inthe gth of Henry the 3d,was notthe 
Nativity, but Reſtoration of ancient Priviledges from Cap- 
tivity; No Grant of New Rights, but a New Grant, or 
Confirmation rather of Ancient Laws 7. Liberties, violated 
by King Febn, and gain'd by his Succeſſor, at the Expence 
of along and bloody War, which ſhew'd them as reſolute 
to keep, astheir Anceſtors had been careful to enact thoſe 
excellent Laws, OE. 

- And fo I amcome tothe Great Charter, which is com - 

prekenſive and repetitious of what I have already been dif- 
courling, and which I ſhall briefly touch npon witk thoſe 


ſucceſhyve Starates that have been made in Honour and 
Preſervation 'of it. : 


I ſhall rehearſe ſo much of it as falls within the Conſide- 
Tation of the foregoing Matter, which is a great deal in a 
little z , with ſomething of the Formality of Grant and 

- Curſe, that: this Age may {ce, with what Reverence and 
Curcumſpettion our Anceſtors govern'd themſelves in Con- 
firming and Preſerving it. { 


_ Henry, by the Grace of God King of England, 8c. gth.Ho1.3, 
Toall Arch-Bithops, Earls, Barons, Sheriffs, Pro- 
ol; Wnt s - vols 


Ch. 1.4. 


Ch,2c, 
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voſs Officers, #1t0 4 Bailifs., 424d .our faithful 
SubjeRs, who ſhall ſe'e this preſent Charter, Greeting. 
© Know ye, that we,untothe Hoxour of Almighty 
© God,and tor the Selwation of the Souls of our Pro- 
© oenitors, and vur Succeflors, Kings of Enzlazd, 
© tothe Advancement of Holy Church, and A. 
* mendment of our. Realm, of our meer ang.free 
© Will have given andgranted.to all Arch-Biſhaps, 
© &c, and toallFree-men'of this our Realm theſe 
© Liberties underwritten, to be holden and kept 
©1n this our Realm of Exgland for evermore. 


Though in Honour to-the King, itis'fſaid.to be ont of 
his meer and free'Will,;yet the bn ren going Perſons, 
be is ſail to-grant the enſuing Liberties to,'ſhew, that they 
are Terms of Formality, viz.:.'To"al Free-men of this 
Realm; forthey muſt be free, becauſe of theſe Laws and 
Liberties, fince*twas impoſſible they could beany Thing 
but Slaves without them ; Conſequently, this was not an 
FIrifranchiſing,but confir-qing to Free-men their juſt Piivi- 
ledges. 'The Words of the Charter are theſe. 


© A Free-mas (hall not be amerced for a ſmall 
© Fault,but after the Quaariry of the Fault, and 
* for a great Faulr, afterche Manvter thereof, ſa- 
« yino to. him hisContenemeats or Freehold: And 


a © of o 


©2 Merchant likewiſe ſhall be amerced, faving to 


© him his Merchandize;.. and none.of the ſaid A- 
© mercements ſhall be affeſſed, bur by the Oath 


© of good and honeſt Men of the Vicinage. 


© No Free-man;ſhall be raken'or tmpriſer d,nor be 
© diſſeized of bisfree- hold "or Liberties, cr free Cu- 
© foms, or be outlaw'd or exiled, or any otner 
«© wayes deſtroyed; nor we ſhall nor paſs upon him. 
* por. condemn him,. but by Zawfol Fudgment of 


2 bis 
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© big Peers, or by the-Law # the Land, we ſhall 
< fell ro no May, we thall deny, or deter ro no 
©Man either Juſtice or Righr, 


I ſtand amazed, how any Man can have the Confidenc® 
to-lay,T heſe Privilcdgcs were cxtorted by the Barons Wars, 
when the King declares,t!:at what he did herein, was freely 
or that they were New Priviledges, when the very Tenour 
of the Words prove the contrary ; for Freehold, Liberties, 
orFree.Cuftons arcby the Chatter it ſelf ſuppoſed to be 
$2 the Poſſeſſion of the Free-men at the making and publiſh- 
ing thereof, No Frer-man ſhall be taken or impriſon'd ; 
thenhe is f7ce ; this Liberty is his Right, Again, No Free” 
man ſfnall be - diſſeized of kis Freehold, Liberties, or ſree 
Cuj.oms ; then certainly he was in Poſſeſſion of them. And 

_ that, great Father in the Laws-of England, Chief Juſtice _. 
Cook 1n his Prozm to the 2d Part of his 1nſtirutes, tells us, Coo, Pro- 
that thcſe Laws and Liberties were gather'd and obſerv'd xm, Inftit, 
amongſt others in an intire Volumn byKing Edward the Con- part, 2. 
feſſer, confirmed by william, firnamed the Conqueror ; 
whuch were afterwards ratified by Henry the fir; enlaz- - 
ged by Henry the ſecond,in his Conſtitutions at Clarenderr, 
and after muchConteſt and Blood fpilt-between King Fohr 
and the Baro;s concerning them, were ſolen nly eſtabliſhed 
at ranning-Mead near Stancs;, and laſtly, brought to their 
former Station, and publifh'd by this King Hepry the third, 
nthe.gth Year of his Reign; And though Evil CounſeVors - 
would have provoakt him to void his Father's Act and his , 
own, as it the firſt had 'been the Effe& of Force, the other - - 
of Now Age; yetitſo pleaſed Almighty God, who hath 
ever been propitious to this Ungrateful Ifland,- that in the 
20th Year of his Reign, he did confirm and compleat this 
Charter, for a perpetual Eſtabliſhment of Liberty to all 
free: born. Enelyſh Men and their Heirs forever, ordatning, 

Duod contravenientes per Dominum Regem Cum convicts 
fuerint, graviter puniantur, 1, e.. but whoſoever ſhould act 
any Thing contrary to theſe Laws,uponConviction ſhould 
begrievorſly puniſhed by ovr Lord. the King. And in the 
a2 Year-of his Reign, it was confirmed by the Roſes 4 
LTATARy 


$2, Hey, 5, 
Stat. Marteb, Nad for this hk, wy Ny 
they thought it to their own and Polterities Felicity, that it 
hath been above 30 Times ratified, and commanded under 
Sreat-Penalties, to be put in Execution, 


'D 
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Marleb.c.z.and ſo venerable an Efteem have ourAnceſtors 
Charter and indiſpenſibly neceſfary have 


Here ate the 3 Fundamentals comprehended & expreſt, 
to hay been the Rights and Privi'edges of Engliſh Men. 
1. Ownerſhp, conſiſting of Liberty and Property, in 


that it ſuppoſes Engtiſh Men tobe Free, there's Laberty* 
'next, that they bave Freeholds ;, there's Property. 


_ 2, Thatthey have the Yoting of their own Law ; for 
that was an ancient free Cuſtom,” as I have already prov'd; 


. andall ſuch Coſtoms are exprelly confirmed by this »rear 


Cook,on C4. 
of 52.E.3, 
Init, 2. p. Fo, 


Charter ; Belides, the People helpt to make it. 

3. AnInfluence upon,and a real Share in the Fudicatery 
Power, inthe Execution and Application of Law. 

This is a ſubſtantial Part, thrice provided for in thoſe 
ſixteen Lines of the great Charter by us rehears'd : 1.Thar 
no Amercement ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the Oath of good and 
honeſt Men of the Vicinage, 2. Nor we ſhall not paſs upon 
him, nor condemn him, but by Lawful Judgment of his 
Peers, 3. Or by the Law of the Land, which is Syronymom, 
er 4 Saying of equal Signification with Lawful Judgment 
of Peers; for Law of the Laxd, and Lawful Fudoment of 
Peers, are the Proprinm quarto modo, or eflential Qualities 
of theſe Chapters of our great Charter, being comniunt- 
cable, Om ſoli 6 ſemper, to all and every Clauſe thereof 
alike. Chief Juſtice Cook well obſerves, that p:r /egem 
terre, or by the Law of the Land, imports no more then 
a Tryal by Proces, and Writ original at common Lai, 
which cannot be without the Lawful Judgment of Equals, 
ora common Jury ; therefore per legale Fudicium parmmn 
by the Lawful Judgment of Peers, and per lege terre, by 
the Law of the Land, plainly fignifie the ſame Priviledge to 
the People : So that it is the Fudgment of the Free-mer 5 
Fnzland, which gives the Caſt, and turns the Scale of Er- 
gliſh Fuſtice, _. 

Theſe Things beiag ſo evidently prov'd by long Ulc 

and ſeveral Laws, tohave been the ficſt Principles 0* 
73k] | Fundamental 
a”, 
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Fundamentals to the Engliſh Fee Government; T take 
feave to propofe this Queſtion ; Afay rh free People of 
England ve juſtly difſerzed of allor any of thiſe fundamental 
Principles, without their Individual Conſent ? 


Azſw. With Submiſſion to better Skill; I conceive, 
Not; for which [ ſhall produce firſt my Reaſons; then 
Authorities, 

1. Throvgh the' Brittiſh; Saxon and Norman Times, 
the People of this Iſland have been reputed and call'd 
Eree-men by Kings, Parliament, Records and Hiſtories; 
and as a'S0r: ſuppoſes a Father, fo Free-men ſuppoſe Frees 
dom, - This Qualification imports a ſupream Right, ſuch: 
a Right'as beyond which there is none on Earth to disfree 
them, or deprive them of it; therefore an-unalterable fun- 
damental Part of the Government. hf 
2, It can never be thought, tliat' they intruſted any 
Legiſiators with this Capital Priviledge further then to uſe 
their beſt Skill to ſecure and maintain it, that” is, ſo far 

as they were a Part' of the: Eng/iſh Government ;. they 
never delegated or impower'd any Men, that de jure they 
could deprive them of that Qualification 7 and 2 Fafo ad 
Fu non valet Argumentums forthe Queſtion 1s not, Who 
May-be done? but what Ought to vo done? Overleers and 
' Stewards arc impower'd, not to alienate, but preſerve ayd 
improve other Mens Inheritances, No Owacrs deliver 
their Ship and Goods into any Man's Hands to give awayy 
orrun upon a Rock; neither do'they conſign their Aﬀairs 
to: Agents or Fat ors without . Limitation; All Truſts 
ſuppoſe ſach'a Fundamental Right in them for whom the 
Truſts are; as is altogether indifſolvable' by the Truſtees, 
The Trxft is the Liberty and Property of the People ; the 
Limitation is, that it ſhould not be invaded,but inviolably 
preſc-ved according to rhe Law of the Land. | 
3.8 alus'Populi be:ſupremalex; the Safety of the Peo+ 
pletheigheft Law, as fay ſeveral of our ancient famous 
Lawyers and 'Law-Books ; then fince the aforeſaid Rizhrs 
are as the Sinnews of this fiee Bedy politique, or that ſoves. 
mign: Cordial witzout which: this free People muſt needs: 
| _ conſume 


| | _ " 
cotifume. and pine away. intoutter Bondage ; it follows, 
they. are the higheſt Law, and tHerefore ought to be g 
Rule and Limit to all ſubſequent Legiſlation. 
4. The Eftate gocs before the Steward, the Foundation 
| before the Houſe, People before their Repreſentatives , 
and the Creator beforethe Creature, '. The Steward lives 
by preſerving the Eſtate z -the Houſe ftands by Reaſon of 
its Foundation; the Kepreſentative depends upon the 
: People, and the Creature ſubſi ts by the Power of its Cre- 
ator, Every Repreſentative inthe World, is asthe Cre- 
ature of the People ;, for the People make them, and to 
. themthey owe their Being:, Here is no T ranſefſentiatino 
or Tranſubſtantiating of Being from People to Repreſen- 
tative, no more then there is an abſolute transferring of a 
"Title ina Lerter of Atorney;, The very Term Kepreſcn- 
erative is enough to the contrary : Wherefore as the Houle 
cannot ſtand without its Foundation, nor the Creature ſub- 
{iſt withoutits Creator'; ſo can there be No Repreſentative 
without a People, nor that People free, whith all along is 
intended (as inherent to, and inſeparable from the Engl:ſh 
People) withiur Freedom ; nor can ti.ere be any Freedem 
without ſomething be Fundamental. In ſhort, I would 
- fain know of any Man, ' how the Branches can cut up the 
Root of the Tree that bears them ? How any Repreſenta- 
_tzve that is not only a meer Truff to preſerveFundamentals, 
the Peoples Inheritance ; bur, that 1s a" Repreſentative;thet 
makes Laws, by Virtue of this Fundamenta! Law, that 
-the People hath a Pewer in Legiſlation (the 2d Prixciple 
prov'd by me) carhave Power to remove or deftroy that 
Fundamental ?. The Fundamental makes the People jree, 
this free People make a Repreſentative ;, Can this Creature 
unqualifie its Creator ?-What Spring cver roſe higher then 
-ts Head ? "The Repreſentative 1s at beſt but a true Cop), 
an Excmplification ;, the frce People arc the Orional, not 
cancellable by a Traunſcrsjt : "And if that :Fundamentcl 
that gives tothe People a-Power of  Leg:ſl41:4n, be not 
annullable by that Repreſertative,becarſe it makes it what 
it is ; muchle(s can that Repreſentative diſſeize Men of 
their Zibertyand Property, the firſt Great F memes 
tat 


Ted . | 
that 1s the Parent of this other, which intitles to a Share in 
making Laws for the Preſervation of the firſt inviolably, 

. Nor is the third other then the neceſſary Production of the 
' two fir f,to intercept 4rbirrary Deſygns,and make Power le- 
cal;tor where the People have not aShare irFndoment;thar 
is, in the Application, as well as making of the Laws, the 
© other two are imperfe&, open to-daily Invaſion, ſhould 
it be our Infelicity to have a violent Prince: for as Property 
is every day expos'd, where thoſe thar have it are deftitute 
of Power to hedge it about by Law-making ; fo thoſe that 
have both, if they have not the Application of the Lay, 
but the Creatures of another Part of the Government,how 
calily is that Hedge broken down ? And indeed, as it is a 
moſt juſt and neccſfary, as well as ancient and honourable 
Cuſtom, ſo it is the Princes Intereſt; for till the People 
are concern in the Inconveniencies with him, and he is 
reed from the Temptation of doing arbitrary Things, and 
their Importunities, that might elſe have ſome Pretence 
for ſuch Adreſſes, as well as from the Miſchiefs that might 
enſue ſuch Actions.]t might be enough to ſay,that here are 
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abore 5© Statutes now in Print, belide its venerable Anti- PE 
quity,that warrant and confirm this Legale judicium parium E's p 5 : 4. 


orum, Or the Tryal of Engliſh Men by their Equals, 
f But I ſhall hint : a be Res : The firſt is, The Earl C99 2.Inft, 
of Lancaſter in the 14th of Edw.2., adjudged to dye with- 43- 
' out Lawfnl Tryal of his Peers, and afterwards Henry Earl St ani. pl.cor, 
of Lancaſter his Brother, was reſtored : the Reaſons given ?- 139- 
were two; 1. Becauſe the faid Thomas was not arraign'd 
and put to Anſwer ; 2. That he was put to Death withont 
Anſwer, or Lawful Fudoment of bus Peers, The like 
'Proceedings were inthe Caſe of 7ohn of Gaunt, p. 39. 
cram Rege. Andinthe Earl of Arundel's Cate, Rot, Parl, 
4 Edw.z.n.123:; And in Sr. John Alce s Caſe, 4 Eadw.3.n.2. 
Such was the Deſtrution committed on the / 4. Haſtings 
in the Tower of London by Richard the 34, But above 
all, that Attainder of Thomas Cromwel, Earl of Eſſex, 
who was attainted of high Treaſon, as appears Rot. Par, 
22, Hen.$, of which faith Chicf Juſtice Cook, as I remem- 


ber, Le: Oblivion take away the Memory of ſo foul D 
| c Fat, 


Fatt, if it-can ;, if not, however, let Silence cover it, Tis 
true, there was a Statute obtained in the 11th of Henry 
the 7th, in Defiance of the GreatCharter,which a uthoriz'q 
ſeveral ExaQions contrary to the free Cuſtoms of. this 
Realm ; particularly in-the Caſe of Fur:es, both ſeſſing and 
puniſhing by Juſtices of- Aſſize and-of the Peace, without 
the fining and Preſentment of 12 Free-men; Empſon and 
Dudley were the great Actors of thoſe Oppreſſions, but 


they were hans'd for their Pains, and that illegal Statute. 


repealed in the. 1ſfof Henrythe 8th c, 6, The Conſe: 
quence 1s plaiaz That Fundamentals give Rule to Acts of 
Parliament, elſe why was the Statute of the 8h Eaby. 4, 
c. 2, of Liveries and [formation by the Diſcretion of the 
Judges to ſtand as an Original ; and this of the 11thof 
Henry the 7th repealed as illegal ? for, therefore any 
Thing is unlawful, becauſe it tranſgreſſeth a Law : Bur. 
what Law can an At of Parhament tranſgreſs, but that 
which 1s Fundamental? Therefore. Tryal by. Fr or 
Lawful Judgment: of 'Equels, is by 4tts of Parliement 
confeſt to be a Fandan.ental Part of our Government: 
And becaufe Chicf* Juſtice Cook is generally eſteem'd a 
great Oracle of Low, I ſhall in its proper Place preſcnt you 
with his Judgment upon the whole Matter, 

5. Theſe Fundamentals are unaltcrable by a Repreſer: 


rarve , which were the Reſult and Agreement of Eng! 


Free- men individually, the ancienter Times not being ac- 
quainted with Repreſentatives; for then the Free-men 
met in their own Perſons : In all the Sax0o75 Story we find 
no Mention of -any ſuch Thing ; for it was the K:ne, Lercs 
and Free-men, the Elde; s and People ; and at the Counlcl 
of Winton, in 855, isreported to have been preſent. the 


Li.Sax. Lam Great. Men of the Kingdom, and an INFINIT MULTI- 
Concil. Brit TUDE of other faithful Peopte, Alfo that of King Ina, the 
219. Ingulph eammon Council of the Elders. PEOPLE of che WHOLE 


Kingdom, Ttisnot to be doubted but this.continued aftcr 
the Norman Times; and that at Punnins Mad by Stams 
the Freemen of England Wee per/onally preſent at the C 071+ 
firmation of that great Charter, in the Reign of King 77: 


15 


K 
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But as the Ages grew more hunian, with refpe& to Vil. 
lains'and Retainers,and theNumber of Frec«men encteaſed, 
there was a Neceſſity for a Repreſentative, eſpecially,linee 
Fundamentals were long ago agreed upon, and thoſe Ca- 

ital Priviledges put out of the Reach and Power of any 
fitl Number of Men to endanger : And fo careful were + I 
their Repreſentatives in the time of Edward the Third, of Rot .Parl,13* 
ſuffering their Liberties arid freeCyftoms to be infring'd,that Ed 3.0.8. 
in Matters of extraordinary Wegght they would not deter- Cook ,4. Inſt, 
min, till they had firſs return'd and conferr'd with their ſe. fol. 14... 34+ 
eral Counties or Burroughs that aclegated them, 


Seeral Authorities in Confirmation of the Reaſons, 


So indubitably are theſe Fundamentals the P eoples Rights 
and ſo neceſſary to be preſerved, that K:ngs have ſucceſſ 
vely known no other [for legal Paſſage to their Crown & 
Dignity, then their ſolemn Obligation inviolably to main- p,.,a,yþ1, g, 
tain them. So ſacred were they reputed in the Dayes of 
Henry the 3d, that not to continue or confirm them, were p7,,,, z, 


to affront God, and damn the Souls of hu: I rogeniteyy and 
Succeſſors ; to Depreſs the Church, and Deprave the 
Realm : That the Great Charter comprehenſive of them 
ſhou/d be allow'd as the common Law of the Land, byall zz, Fd 3.c.1. 
Officers of Fuftice ;, that t the lawful Inheritance of all Ret, Parl.15, 
Commoners : That all Statute- Laws or Fudg ments what ſo- Edw.3.,n.10, 
ever, made in Oppoſition thereunto, ſhould be null and wait : 37. 

That all the Minſters of State and Officers of the Realm, 

ſhonld conſtantly be ſworn to the Obſervation thereof : and 

ſo deeply did after- Parliaments reverence it, and fo care- Cook, 1. Inſt, 
ful were they to preſerve it, that they both confirm'd it by f.87. 

32, ſeveral Aits, and erated Copics to be taken and Cook:, 2.Inft, 
lede'd in each Cathedral of the Realm, to be read four times $25.52 


29, 
a Year publickly before the People ; as if they would have 25, Edw. I. 
them more oblig'd to their Azcc/tors for redeeming and « 2 | 
tranſmitting thoſe Pr:2iledocs, then for begetting them : 28 Faw. 7. 
And that Twice cvery Year the Biſhops, apparl'd ta their 6 x. | 
Pomtificizls, with T apers burnins, and other SUlemnities 25. Edw. t. 


C'4 ſhould C, 4, 


25.Ed.1.GT, 


| 26)... 
Bould pronounce the greater 0 DE 00 againff the Inſrin- 
vers of the Great Charter, though it were but in Word or C ounſel, 
for ſo ſaith the Statute] ſhall for further Satisfaction repeat the £-; 
rommuns.ation or Curſe pronounced both in the Dayes of Henry 
the Third, and Edward the Firſt. | | | 


The Seatence of the Curſe given by the Biſhops with the King's 
Conſent, azainſt the Breakers of the Griat C hartcy, 


JN.the year of our Lord 1253. the third day of May, in 

the great Hall of the King at Weſtminſter, in the Pre. 
ſence, and by the Conſent of the Lord Hezry, by the 
Grace of God King of England, and the Lord Richard, 
Earl of Corzwall, his Brother, Roger Bigot, Earl of 
Norfolk, Marfhal of Enzland, HAnmpbry, Earl of Here- 
ford, Henry, Earl of oxford; Fobn, Ear] Warren ; 
and other Eſtates of the Realm of Englind, We Boni- 
face, by the Mercy of God, Arch-Biſnop of Canteroury, 
Primate of Enzland, F,of London, H. of Ely, S. of 
Warceſter, E. of Lincoln, W. of Norwich, P, of Hixeford, 
1, of Salizbury, W..ot Durham, R. of Excefler, M, of 
Carlile, W. of Bath, E, of Rocheſter, T, of St. Davids, 
Biſhop, apparell'd in Pontificials, with Tapers burning, 
againſt the Breakers of the Churches Liberties, and of 
the Liberties and other Cuſtomes of this Realm ot 
Enzlaud, and namely theſe which are contained in the 
_ Charter of the Commen Liberties of Zxzland,and Char- 
ter of the Forreft, have denounced Sentence of Excom- 
munication in this Form, By the Authority of Almigh- 
ty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
of the bleſſed Apoſtle Peter and Paul, and of all Apoltles, 
and of all Martyrs, of bleſſed Edw. King of E£zeland, and 
ef al! the Saints of Heaven, We Excommunicate a 

AER | | Accurle 


oy 

Accurſe, and from the Bench of our Holy Mother, the 
Church, we ſequeſter all thoſe that hereafter willingly 
and maliciouſly deprive or ſpoil theChurch of herRight, 
2nd all choſe that by any Craft or Willingneſs, do vio- 
late, break, diminiſh, or change the Churches Lider- 
ties, and free Cuſtoms containcd in the Charters of the 
Common Libecties, & of the Forreſt,granted dy our Lord 
the King,to Arcn- Biſhops, Biſhops, and other Prelates 
of Exglana, and likewiſe to the Earls, Barons, Knights 
and other Free=101ders of the Realm, and all that fe- 
cretly and openly, by Deed, Word or Gounſel domak 
Statutes, or oblerye them being made, and that bring 
in Cuſtoms, to keep chem, when they be brought in, a- 
oainſt the ſaid Liberties,or any of them, & all thoſe thar 
thall preſume to judge againſt them; andall and every 
{uch Perſon before- mention'd, that wittingly ſhall com- 
mit any Thing ofthe Premiſes, let them well know that 
they incar the aforeſaid Sentence, ipſo fads, 


The Sentence of the Clergy acainſt the Breakers of the Articles 
above- mentioned. 


N the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Ghoſt, Amen: Whereas our Soveraign Lord the 
King, to the Honour of Ged, and of holy Church,and 
tor the common Profit.of the Realm, hath grauted for 
bim, and his Heirs for ever theſe Articles above-writen, 
Robert Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of all Znglang, 
admoniſhed all his Province once, twice and thrice, 
becauſe that Shortneſs will not ſuffer ſo much delay,as to 
give knowledge to all the People of England, of thele 
Preſents in writing: Wetherefore enjoyn all Perſons, 
of whar Eſtate ſcever they be, that they, and every of 


them 


—_ 

'them, as much as in them I ſhall uphold and maintig 
theſc Articles granted by our Soyeraign Lord the King, 
in all Points: And all thoſe thatin any Point do refiſ: 
or break, or in any manner hereatter Procure, Counſel, 
or 4n any wiſe Afent ro, Teſtifie or Break thoſe Ordi. 
nances, or g0aboutit, by Word or Deed, openly or 
privily, by any manner of Pretence or Colour ; ye, 
the aforeſaid Arch- Biſhop, by our Authority in this 
Writing expreſſed, do Excommunicate and Accurle, 
and from the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and frm 
all the Company of Heaven, and from all the Sacra- 
ments of Holy Church do ſequeſter and exclude, 


We may here ſee, that in the obſcureſt Time of Poprry they 
were not left without a Sence of Juſtice ; and the Papsſts, whom 
many think no Friends to Liberty and Property,under dreadful Pe. 
nalties injoyn an inviolable Obſervance of this great Charter, by 
which they are confirm'd. Andthough [ am no Roman Carhol:ch, 
and as little value their other Curſes pronounc'd upon Religious 
Difſents, yet I deelare ingenuouſly, I would not for the World 
incur thisCurſe, as every Man deſervedly doth, that offers Vi 
olence to the Fundamental Freedoms thereby repeated and confi 
med : Ant that any Church or Chureh Officcrs'1n our Ape, ſhould 
have ſo little Reverence to Law, Excommunication or Curſe, as 
to be the Men that either vote or countenance ſuch Severities, as 
bid Defiance to the Curſe, and rend this memorable Carrey in 
pieces, by difleizing Free men of Englad of their Freeholds, Lib « 
t145-& Properties, meerly for the Inofterſive F xercile of their Co: - 
{cien-e to God in Matters of Worſhip, 1s a Civi: :ort of Sacr:led.c, 


I know it is uſvally objected, That « -reat Parr of the Chartci 
rs ſpent on the Behalf of the Roman Church, and «ther Things now 
aboliſht  andif one Part of the grcar Charter may be rizcal'd of 
znvalidated, why not the other ? | 

To whichI anſwer ; This renders nothing that is Fund «7:c7tai 
in the Charter the leſs valuable ; for they do not ſtand upon the 
Legs of that AR, though it was made in Honour of thein, but 
the Ancient and primitive Inſtitution of the Kingdom, it the Pe 

tition 


| ; 29) 
tition of Right were repeal'd,the great Charter were never the leſs: 
in Force, ir being not the Or:ig;nal Eftablihment, but a Declara- 
ron and Cer firmation of that Eſtabliſhment, But thoſe Things . 
that are abrogable or abrogated in the great Charter, were never 
a Part of Fundamentals, but hedg'd in then for preſent Emer- 

ncy or Conveniency. Belides, that which I have hitherto main- 
tained to be the Common and Fundamental Law of the Land, is (o 
reputed, and turther ratified by the Perron of Right, 3 Car, 1. 
which was long ſince theChurch of Rome loſt her Share in the Great - 
Charter, Nor didit relate to Matters of Faith and Worſhip, but- 
Temporalities only ; the Civil Intereſt or Propriety of the Church 
But with. what Pretence to Meicy or Juſtice, can the Proteſtant 
Church null the Romiſh, that ſhe may retain the Engl:ſh Part with- 
out conforming to Ro-re, and yet now cancel the Ezoliſh Part it 
ſelf to every free-born Enol:ſh Man that will not conform to Her ? 
But no more of this at this Time ; only give meleave to remind 
aSort of active Men in our Times , that the cruel Infringers of | 
the Peoples Liberties, and Violaters of theſe Noble Laws, did 
not eſcape with bare Excommunicatio!s and Gurſes ;, for ſuch was 
_ the venerable Eſteem our Anceſtors had for theſe greatPriviledges, | 
and deep-Sollicitude to prefer ve them from theDetfacings of Time, . 
or Uſurpation of Power, thatKing Alfrcd executed 40 Fudzes for 
warping from the ancient Laws of the Realm, Anbert de Burgo, 
Chief Juſtice of England in the Time of Edw. 1. was ſentenced by 
his Peers in open Parliament for adviſing the King againſt the Grear 
Charter, * Thus Spenccrs, both Father and Son for their Arbitrar 
Rule and Evil Counſelto Edw. 2, were exiled the Realm, No 
better Succeſs had the Actions of Treſil:an & Belknap : And 3s for 
Empſon and Dudley, though Perions of ſome.Quality in the Time 
otRing Henry the 7th, the moſt ignominious Death of our Coun- 
try, ſuch as belongs to Theft and Murder, was:icarce Satisfaction 
enough to the Kingdom for their Illegal Courſes. I ſhall chuſeto - 
celiver it in the. Words of Chief Juſtice Cook , a Man, whoſe Lear- 
ning in Law hath not without Reaſon obtained a venerable Chara- 
Cter of our Engliſo Nation. | 

© There was(faith he)anAct of Parliament,made in the 11th Year - 
* of King Hez.7,which had a fair flattering Preamble,pretending to 
«ayoid divers Miſchiefs, which were (1f) To the high Diſpieaſurc of 

Al. 
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"4 Almighty God. (2aly) Thegreat Let of the Common Law, An 

<(34y) The great Let of the Wealth of this Lend. And the Purven 

© ot that At, tended in the Execution contrary, EX DIAMETRO, 

eyiz., Tothe high Niſpleaſi ure of Almighty Ged, andthe great Let, 
£ a) the utter Subverſion of the Common Law, and the great It 
«© of the Wealth of this Land; as hereafter ſhall appear, the Sub- 

- 6 ſtance of which AQ follows.in theſe Words. 


"* Hat from thenceforth, as well Fuſtices of Aſſize, as Ty- 

ſtices of the Peace, in every County, upon Information fir 

' the King, before them made, without any Finding or 

Preſeritment by Twelve Men, ſhaf have full Power and 

Authority, by their Diſcretion, and to hear and determine all 

Offences, as Riots, unlawful Aſſemblies, &c, committed and 
done azainſt any ACT or Statute made, and net repeal d, &c, 


© By Pretext of this Law, Empſon and Dxdley did commit 
© ypon the Subjects inſufferable Preſſure and Opprefſions; and 
© therefore this Statute was juſtly, ſoon after the D:ceaſe of Hen, 7. 
% repealed at the next Parliament, by the Statute of 1 Hey. the 8, 
© chap. 6. 
© Agood Caveat to Parliaments to leave all Canſes to be meaſurd 
© by the Golden and ſtrait Metwand of the Law, andnot to thein: 
© certain and crooked Cord of Diſcretion. | 
* It is almoſtincredible to foreſee, when any ſaxim, or Fur- 
© damental Law of this Realm is altered(as elſewhere hath becn ob- 
© ſerved) what dangerous Inconveniencies do follow , which moſt 
© exprelly appears by this MOST UNJUST and Rrange AG of 
*the11th of Hen. 7, For hereby not only Empſoz and Dudley 
< themſelves, but ſuch Juſtices of Peace (corrupt Men) as they 
© cauſed to be authoriſed, committed moſt grievous and heavy Of” 
* pteſſions & ExaCtions,grinding the Faces of the poor Subjetts by | 
© penal Laws (bethey never ſo obſolete, or unfit for the Time) y 
© Information only, without any Preſentment orTryal by Jury, be- 
"©ingthe ANCIENT BIRTH RIGHT of theSubject; bur to heat 
© anddetermine the ſame, by their Diſcretions, infliting ſuch Pe- 
'©nalty as the Statute not repealed, impoſed. Theſe, and other like 
; Oppreſhons, 


"Wo ; | T5 / : ) PE 

©Qppreſſivns,and Exactions by the Means 'of Empſon and Dudicy 
«and their Inſtruments, brought infinite Treaſure to the Kings Cot- 

c fers, whereof rhe;King him(elf,at the End,with GREAT GRjEF 


and COMPUNCTION REPENTED, as inanother Place we 
*haye obſerv'd Lo ot ON 9d 

.« This. Statute of the 11ch of Zen, 7, we have recited, and 
<ſhewed the jult Inconveniencies thereof ;- tothe-End that the like 
{hould . NEVER hereafter be attempted in any Court of Parlia- 
© ment;and that others might avoid the: FEARFUL END of thoſe 
©two Time-Servers, Empſon and Dudley, Qui corum veſtions mfi- 


| © pant, exit perhorreſcant, 


_ Lam ſure, there is nothing 1 have offer'din Defence of Engliſh 
Law:DoQtrine that riſeth higher then the Judgment and Language 
of this/great Man, -the Preſervation'and Publication of whoſe En- 
deavours became the Care of a preat Parliament. And it is ſaid of 
- no inconſiderable Lawyer, that he ſhould thus expreſs himſelf in our 
occaſion, viz, The Laws of England were never the Diftates of any 
Conqueror's Sword; or the Placita of any King of this Nation x 6r 
(faith he)- ro ſpeakympartially and freely, the Reſults of any Parlia: 
ment.- that -ever ſat in this Land. 


"Thus much of the Nature of Engliſh Rights, and the Reaſon and 
Zuftice of their inviolable Maintenance, I ſhall now offer ſome 
more general Conſiderations for the Preſervation of Property, and 
- kintat ſonie of thoſe Mifchiefs that follow ſpoiling it for Conſci- 
ence ſake, : both to' Prince and People, 


1, Fhe Reaſon of the Alteration of any Law, ought-to be the 
Diſcommodity of Continuing'it z but there can never be ſo much 
. asthe leaſt Inconventency in continuing of Liberty and Property; 
thereforethere can be no juſt Ground for infr:n9*#:7, much leſs av- 
roaring. the Law that gives and ſecures them, Rt, 

-2. No Manintheſe Parts is born Slave to another; neither hath 
oneRight to inherit theSweat of the others Brow,or reap theBerictit 
of the others Labour, but by Confent ; therefore no Man ſhould 

| bedeprived of Property, unleſs he injure another Man's, 

..143, But certainly, nothing is more unrealonable,then to ſacrifice 

the Liberty and Property of any Man (being his Natural and Civil 

Rights) for Religion, where he is not found breaking any Law rela- 

ting toNatural & Civil Things. Religionunder any Modification 1s 
| ng 


$4,592 
noPart of the old Engl/iſhGovertiment; Honeffe vuwvere;alttrumm ncn. 
la lere; "ju ſurimicuique tribuere; arcienough: ko entitle every Na. 
tivet6 Dog ſe FReUgens A'Man thay du very good Engliſh 
Man -and yet: n'Vety thdiffetent Church-ian, Nigh 300 Years 
before Auſtine ſet his Foot on Engliſh Ground, had the Inhabji. 
tants of tliis landa free Government. - It is Want of diſtingviſhing 
between rand the Modes of Religion; which fills every Claniorous 
Mouth witkſuch Iinpertinent Cryesss this; 'Why - do not Jou'ſub- 
mt to the Governvrent 2+ as 1f-the*Englsſh Civil Government came 
in with Luther, or wete to g& out with Calvin :: What Prejudice 
isit for a Popiſh Landlord to havea Proteſtant Tennant; or a Pres. 
byterian Tennant to have # Proteſtant Landlord ?' Certainly, the 
Cl Aﬀairs of all Governmenis in'the' World may be peaceably 
trafſated under the different Trims'of ReligionywhereCivil R ights/ 
are inviolablyobſerv'd,” Nor +5there' any Intereſt ſo incoh(iftent 
with' Peace and Unity, as that which'dare not ſolely-rely upon the 
Power of Perſwaſion, butaffects Superiority, and impatiently ſeeks 
after an'Earthly Crow? : This is not-to aCt the Chriſtian, but the 
Ceſar; not.to promote Property,” but Party, and: make a Nation 
Drudges to a Se:#. Be it known to ſuch narrow Spirits;* we are a 
Free People by the Crtd' 59m of God,'the Reempt ion of Chriſt, and 
careful Proviſion of our (never to be forgotten) honourable Ance. 
ſtors : So that our Claim to theſe Engliſh Priviledges rifin higher 
then the Date of 'Prorezancy, can neverjuſtly be invalidated'for 
any Non-conforrity to it, This were to looſe by. the Reformati- 
on, which God forbid ; I am ſure twasto enjoy Property with' Con- 
ſcience that'Promoted it + Nor is there- any: better Deſs1ition of 
Proteſtancy, then proteſting againſt Spiiling Property for Conſci- 
ence. I miſt therefore take Leave toſay, that I know not how to - 
reconcile what a Great Man lately deliver'd 'in his Eloquent Ha: 
range to tle Houſe of Lords: ' His Words are theſe,” 


©For When we conſider Religion-in Parliament, we are {vppoſed 
* to conſider .it as a Parliarent ſhou'd do, and as Parliaments in 
* all Ages have done, that is, as it is a Part of our Laws, a Part, 
* and a neceſſary Part of our Government : - For as it works upon 
*the Conſcience, as it is an INWARD PRINCIPLE of the 
© DIVINE LIFE, by which good Men'do govern all their Actions, 


the - 


| (33) : 
*theState hath nothing todo wittyity.'it is a, Thing which belongs 
 *to another kind of Commiſſipp,,then that-by 'which -we fit here. 


lacquieſceinthe latter Part of this DiſtinQion, taking it to be 
a venerable; Truth,.;anf. would. to God Mankind would belicve it, 
andlive.itr; buthowtougree it with theformer, I profes. lgnorance; 
for. if-ghe Governmens bath nocbivg»rodp with the Principle it felf;, 
what more can ſhe pretend over the Actions of thoſe: Men. that live 
that good Life ? (Certainly, if Relrgion bethis Principle of Devine 
Life, exerting itſelf by Holy Living, and:that as ſuch, it belongs 
not tothe Compriſſion : pftgur Syperianrs, 1.daſwith.Subiniſſion con- 
eceives [that there.is ery likele elſe of 3 tlgronlleft:far them to have 
ta do with; the reſtmerits not ghe Name, of Religion, and leſs doth 
ſuchaiFormality deſerve Perſecution: hope ſuch Circumſtances are 
no neeclary Part of Engliſh Government, that; cannot reaſoriably.be 
reputed a neceſlary part of Relzz;on:; and Idarc believe, that he is 
to0/great a Lawyer, upon ſecond Thpughts, to repute that «Parr of 
wir Lays a Part & 4 necefſary Part ef gier Government, that is ſuch 
a Part of Religion, 'as-15-neither the Diving Principle, nor yet-the 
Adions 1mmediatly flowing frem #tlince the Government was moſt 
compleat and proſperous many Ages without it, and. bath never 
:known more perplez$ Conteſts and troubleſom Interruptions, then 
Gaceithatty beenrecaige and valu'd as a Part of the: Eng/sſb Go- 
yennenty. and God, 1fops, willforbid it in the: Heatrs/of tour 
Syperious, that 4-g4/biMien ſhould be deprived; of their-Grvsl 7:- 
hertanee, for:theig Nen-conformmry: to Church-Formality : For no 
wPrepersy oytofthe,.Church-z.the plain Engliſh of publick Severity, 
isaMaxim that belongs got to the holy Law of God, or Common 
Lawof tneLang; .} \ Moe 6 CEN \ FT OIGARS AIG 45 \&6t" 3-44} 
& 4M Libertyand Property. muſt ;be'the Forfezt-of Conſczence for 
»Non-tonformy; to the Princes-Religion, the Prince andihis Reli. 
gion ſhall-only belov'd as the next beſt Acceſſion to: other. Mens 
Eſtates, andthe Prizce-perpetually provoakt to expoſe many of 
his Inoftepſive People to Beggery. en 
$318,165 our &uperiours./ncreff, that, Property. be i preſerved, 
.hecavſe iris their owt Cale : None haveindore:2roperiythenthems- 
Felves;3;Bur i Projerty be expoicd for Relifion, the Civil 2fage- 
frat expoſes both his. Conſezence and his Property to. the C burbs 
And; difarms himſelf of Wence upon any Alteration of Judg- 
['3 | A Ment 


' andthe Srare to fuffer itſelf to'berid/by the Churth, 


54)- 
ment. | This #5 For-the Prins rofl down-at the Prelate's Foot, 
'6, It obftruts all_/mprovement of Land and Trade ; for who will 


labour that bath-no Proprie#y;orbbth it-expoſedto an unreaſonable 


Sort of Men for the bare Exerciſeiof his Conſcience/to God, and a 
poor Country can inever make aRich and/Powetful Prince! ' Hea- 


ver ts therefore YTZearn to good and wiſe On becuuſe they have 


an Ereraal' Propritty therem, 2/1 17 

'7thly, This ſort- of Procedure. hitherto Bn q on the- behalf 
of Property," puts the whole:Nation vpon miſerable” Uncerraines 
thatare follow dwith great \Difqide+s"atid\ DiſtratÞions, which cer- 
cainly: iristhelnteroſtof all Gbvernments t6-preverits The Reigns | 
of Henry 8; Edw,'67 p Mary and Di FBz 'bork With'relation to 
the Afarriager of the firft;and the Religious Revelntions of the reſt, 
are aplain-Proof in the: Caſe; 

King' Herzy voids the Pope: VE premaey) and afſomes it himſelf 
Q. Mary, his: Daughter byhis firſt Wife Katharine,” repeals al 
thoſe Ade made\fnet-they 2th*of Htr8 in Dicfavour of the 
Pope 3 Oaths takeri oh both fides't62nigititain* thoſe Laws, ' Faw, 6. 
enacts Proteſtancy wittan Oarh to maintain it, 1. &. Mary, C. 1. 
This1s abrogated; Popery ſolemnly reſtored; -and an-Oath inforc'd 
to defend/jit,' Comes..2. Elizabeth -and-repeals *thaf Law;' calls 


| back. P:oreftainzy, brdaits a new Only t6 24:08 h QIMarys 0th, 


and all: this\ under the Penalty of tobfir Effie)" iLtberry, art 
{ometirmesLife- it ſelf ;* which 'Thouſth 164void; . lamentably 
p*rjur'd themſelves four ot five\times' over,” within! the ſpace 'of 
20, Years:” in which Sin the Etro tranſcended; not an Hundred 
for every Ti houſard but left their-PrincipleHor their-Pariſhes, Thus 
hath Conſcience been-debaucht by Force, and Propefty- toſs'dupand 
—_ Ks Gap Blaſksof 3 Ce adn "err frifter Deſogn. 
Vhere LibertyandePripttyarcyiclated, there muſt alwayes 

bel a' State: of Rey  And(though-IT pray*God? that we never 
need thoſe Cruel Remedies, / whe Calamitous/Effects we have 
400 hately felt) yet certainly, Self- *Preſeruation' & of all Things 
deare ft to.:Men, infornuch; that being\conftionsi' ro them(Clves 
of nat having done an lt Thin to'defend their wrforfeitcad Privi- 
ledges: they heerfully hy Þ all' they have'in" this World; fo 
ſtrangely vindictive % the Sons of Men in Maintenance of their 
Reohts; And ſuch are the Cares, Fears, Doubts and na | 
__ 4 


® 
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INS: 
of that" Adminiſtration, as renders pies a Slavery, and Do - 
minion the worſt Sort of Bondage : on the contrary, nothing can 
give greater Cheerfulneſs, Confidence, Security and Honour to any 

Prince, then ruling by Law ; for- it is both a Conjunction of Tile 

with. Power, andattraQts Love; as well as it requires Dury. 
Give re Leavewithout any Offence, for I have God's Evidence 
in my own Confeience, Tintend nothing but a reſpectful Caution - 
to, my Supertours, to- confirm. this Reaſon- with the Judgment 
and Example: of otter Times. The - Governour of 'the 'Eleans 
held a ſtrict Hand over the People, they being in Deſpair, called 
inthe Spartans for Relief, and by their Help Freed all their Cities - 
from the ſharp Bondage of their Natural-L,ords.: 

The State'of - Sparra was grown powerful, and oppreſt the The- 
bans, they, though but.a weak People, yet whetted by Deſpair, 
and'theProſpect of greater Miſeries-by the: Athenians, -deliverd ' 
themſelves from the Spartan Yoak.-- 

- _ Nor there anyother conliderable-Reafon. given for the Ruin 
ef the Carthagentar State; then Avarice and Severity. More of 
this is to be found in Sr: W. Raecigh's Hiſtory of the World, 1.3. 
who hath-this witty Expreſſion in the ſame Story, 1. 5. of a fe- 


vere Conduct, When a forced Government, faith he, ſhall decay in 
Strength, 1t will ſuffer, as did the old Lyon, for the Oppreſſion done 
ibs Youth, being pincht bythe Welf, goar'd by the Bull, and kiks 


p 


This loſt Ceſar Borgra; his new and great Conqueſts in Traly 
No better Succeſs attended the ſevere Handheld over the People 
of Naples by Alphonſs and Ferdinand; . 'Twas the undue Severi- 
ty of the $:c4/zan, Governours,that made the Syraruſians, Leontines 
and Me fſenians ſoreaſie'a Conqueſt to the Romans, An-harb An- 
twet to a petitionitiPevple loſt ' Rehoboam ten Tribes: ++ Orr the 
| *eontrarys/in/£:vy,'Deo;1% 1:3; we find,” that Perilizya City of the 
_ "*Brutians\n Hraly;choſe rather to-endure'all Extremity of Warfrom 
"Hannibal, then upon any Condition to deſert the; Romans, wno 
had goyern'd them moderately, and by that gentle: Condu&t pro- 
-cur'd their Love; even then,: when the Romans ſent them Word, 
"they were not able to relieve-them, and wiſht them.to. provide for 
theit own Safety,. ws heou DpS7. ; 
 N. Machtavelin his Diſcourſes upon Livy, p. 542. ke 
taat 


| ' Tt36) 
that one At of Humanity was G more Force with the Conquerd 
. Fakifee, then many violent Aits of Hoſtslzzy.; which makes good 
that $aying of Seneca, Aitiys imperanti melina paretur, They arc 
.. beſtobeyed, that govern moſt nuldly, 

9. And /aftly, If thele ancient Fundamental Laws ſo agreeable 
with Nazzre, ſoſuited to the Diſpoſition of our Nation, ſooften 
defended with Blood and Treaſure, ſo carefully and frequently rx. 
tified, ſhall not be to our great Pilots, as Stars or Compals for 
them to ſteer the Veſſel of this Kingdom by, or Limits to their 
Legiflatson; no Man can tell how long he fhall be ſccre of his Coar, 
enjoy bus Houſe, have Breadto give his Children, Loberty to work 
| for Bread, and Life to eat it : Truly, this is to juſtifie what we 

 Eondemn in; Roman-Cathelihs, It is one of our main Obje&ions,that 
their” Church aſſumes a Power of aſſuring People -what # Religion, 
| thereby denying Men the Liberty of walkang by the Rules of thesr own 
| Reaſon, or Precepts of Holy Writ, To which we oppoſe both - 

We ſay, the Church is tyedto att nothing conrraryto Reaſon; and 
that Holywrit is the declared fundamental Law of Heaven to main- 
tain;''and not-to uſurp upon which, Power is; given to the true 
Church. Now let-us apply this Argumeni-to our Civil Aﬀairs, 
and it will certainly end in a reaſonable Limitation of oxr Legiſla- 
#ors, that they ſhould not «poſe that upon our. Underſtandings, 
which is inconſifent with them to embrace ; nor offer any the leaft 
Vilation upon the Fundamental Law of the Landy from whence 
. they derive their Power to proſper ſuch Attempts :- Do the Roma: 
niſts ſays Believe « the Church believes ;, | Do not-the Prote- 
. fants, and which is harder, Legs/larors ſay ſo too? Do we fay 

to the Romaniſks, at this rate, Tour Obedienceſis blind, and your 1;- 
norance is:the Mother of Dtvorion.; Is it notalſotrue of our elves? 
"Do'we objeCt to them;T his makes your Religianf434 4s the Rivers, 
* 62e Thing to. Day, #ndanother to morrew,, any, Thmg. the Church 
ſaith or death? Doth not oux own Caſe ſubmit us tg the like Varia 

tion in Civils? Have we not long told them, that «1dr prerense 


of obeying the Church, and not controling. her Power, ſhe hath 14: 
ſed a Super ſtrufture inconſeſtent with that Faundation'ſhe pretenas to 
bxild upon ? And are fot we the Men is Cauley that make our grand 


Priviledges to depend v_e Men, not Laws, as the doth upon 
Coxncils,not Scripture? It this be-not Poprry in Temporals,wiat w 
| 


BEE 
Tt is humbly beſcecht of thoſe Cakertowrs; that it'would pleaſe 
themto conſider what Refle@on ſuch Severity juſtly brings upon 
their Proceedings ;. andremember, that in their ancient Deleg«- 
rions, it was not to define, reſolve,and impoſe 2fatters of Religion, 
and ſacrifice Civil Priviledges: for it but, to maintain the Peoples 
Properties,according tothe ancient Fundamental: Laws of the Lane, 
and to ſuperadd ſuch Srarures only, as were conſiſtent with,and pre- 
ſervative of thoſe Fundamental Laws, 

To cone}ude this Head ; My plain and honeſt Drift has all along: 
been neither more nor lefs then this, to ſhow that Church-Govern:- 
me'is no rcal Part of the- old Engliſh-Gevernment ; and to difin- 
tangle *p £42 Ari Opinzonz the.untoward Knot the Clergy for 
ſeveral 'Ages have tyed; theWhich, it is not only the. Peoples 
Right, but our Superiours Intereſt to undo : for it gauls both Peo- 
ple and Prince: For, where Propertyis ſubjected to Opinion, the 
Church interpoſes, and makes ſomething elfe: requiſite to enjoy 
Property;then belongs to the Nature of Property; and theReaſon of 
our Poſſeſſion is not our Right by & Obedience to the common Law, 
but Conformity to Church Law ; a Thing dangerous to Civil Go- 
vernment: for 'tis an Alteration of old Eng1:ſh Tenure, afuffering | 
the Charch to trip up 6& ſupplant the Stare, and a making People to 
owe their Protection not to the C:vs/,but Eccleſiaflical Authority : 

For let theChurch be my Frieng, and all is well ; make her my Foe, + 
and] am made her Prey , Let Magna Charta ſay what ſhe will for 
me, my Horſes, Cows, Sheep,:Corn, Goods go firſt, my Perſon 
to Goal next;and here's ſome Church Trophys made at the Conquelt 
of a peaceabſe D:ſſtnter ; This is that anxious Thing, : May our 
Superior pleaſe to weigh it in the Equal Scale of Doing as they 
world be done by.” Let thuſe Common Law: that fiz and preſerve 
Property"be the Rule and Standard. Make Engliſh Mens Richts 
ds inviolable as Egi:fh Church Rights, Diſintangle and diftinguiſh. 
them ; And let not Men ſuſtain C:v:! Puniſhments for Ecelrſraſtie 
cal Faults, but for Sins againſt the ancient; eſtabliſht- Civil Go- 
vernment only, .that the Natures of Ats-and Rewards may not 
be confounded ; ſo ſhall the Civil, Ma: iſtrate preſerve Law, (e- 
eure his'C: tl Digni; y & @nipirc.and make himſelf Belov'd of E> 9- 
liſh Men, whoſe Cry is, and the Cry of whoſe Laws hath ever been, - 

Prozerty m0) e ſacrid then, Optmen, Civil Rio kt not concern d with 

_ Ecglefaſtica! Diſc gPHIad . ror forf:ar ble for ReligiuumsNon remade 6 
| | ut 


wo (532.3 | 4 
"Bur though an inviolable Preſervation of Engliſh Rights 'of all 
| things beſt ſecureth to our Superiours the Love and Allegiance of 

. the People ; yet there is ſomething further; that with Submiſſion 1 
offer to their ſerious Conſideration, which in the ſecond place con. 
cerns their. /ntereſt, and the Peoples Felicity z, and that is their Dj/.. 
cord about. Relipson, notwithſtanding their. naanimous Cry for p;,. 
perty, a prudent Mannagement of which, may turn to-the prea; 


” 


Quiet, KMonour and Profit of the Kingdom. 


TI. - Onr S$ IPERIOURS .TOVernin 


| themſelves ms BALLANCE,z 
_. near as may be,towards the ſeveral Re, 


ligious INTERESTS. 


"Þ-2:pgrronm my part in this Point, T ſhall nat at this time - 
make it my Buſineſs to manifeſt the /ncon/iſtkency that there 
1s between the Chriftsan Religion, and aforeed Vniformity ;; not 
ofly becauſe it hath been ſo often and excellently done by Men of 
Wit, Learning and Conſcience, and that 1 have elſe-where large- 
ly deliver'd my Senſe aboutit ; bur becatſe Every free.and impar- 
tial Temper hath of a long time obſerv'd,' that ſuch Barbarou At- 
rempts were ſo-far from being indulg'd, that they were molt ſe- 
verely prohibited by Chriſt himſelf, who inſtructed his Diſciples, 
to love their Enemies, not to perſecute their Friends for. every 
Difference in Opinion', That the Tares ſhould grow with the 
Wheat, That bis Kengdom is not of this World; That Faith 
1s the Gift of God; That the Pill and Underſtanding of Man ate 
Faculties not to be workt upon by Corporal Penalties; That 
TRUTH #« allſufficient to ber own Relief; That ERROR and 
ANGER go together; That baſe Coyr only ſtands in need of [mpeſi- 
ton to-makeit current, but that True Metal paſſeth for 1ts own 
intrinſick Yale; with a greatdeal more of that Nature : Iſhall 
therefore chuſe to oppoſe my ſelf at thistime to any ſuch Sever 
upon meer Prudence ; that ſ:ch as have No Rel:7ion, and certain 
ly They that perſecute for Religion,thave as little as need to be, may 
.be induc'd to Toierare THEM thi have, 
| ; Fir ft, 


— by) 


Firſt; However adviſable it may be.inthe Judgment of fone 
wiſe Mens; to-prevent, even by F cy. the ariling of any New 
a {0h $5. T7943 


Opihions, Where 8 Kingdom, is univerlally .of another Mg; e- 
ſpecially: if- it bag Sionsto the People, and inconſiſtent With the 
Intereſt of the Government; it cannot be ſo, where a Kingdom 
is of many Mud: unleſs iorme One Party have the Wiidom, 
Wealth, Number, Sober Life, Induſtry. and, Reſolution of, it; 
fidezi-Whichl--m-ſure-isnot. to be found, in Enzland;; To thatthe 
Wind hath-plainly ſhifted ixs/Corner, 'and conſequently oblieges 
toanothtr.Courſe, I mean, England's Circumſtances are great- 
ly changed, -and they-require .new. Expedients and other forts 
of Applicetios, Phyſicians: vary their Medicines atcording to 
the Revolution' and Commixture-of Diſtempetrs, | They that 
{cek to tye the Government to,obſolete and inadequate Methods 
({uppoling them once apt, which Gruelty in this Cale fever was) 
are not Friends to its Intereſt, whatever they, may be to.their 
own. | f,0ur-Sapers.urs ſhonid make it their Bulinels fo to prefer 


Ont Party, as to deprels the.rc/, they inſecure theniſclves by . 


- making: them Friends to.be . their Enemies, who before Were 
oneanothers, - 'Tp.be ſure: it createth Haircd between the Party 
advanced, and thole deproſt;, col, preferring Foe, Put bi 
Brethren npor/ that C on:piragy againft him. _1,-will allow. that 
they may: have a more particular Favour For the Vari nal Re- 
ligion (if they can think ſhe deſerves it) then for any 'orhierPer- 
{walion, but not more then. for all other Parties m' En7land; 
that would break the Ballaxce, the keeping. up of which will be, 
to make every Party to, owe, is Crandul 
and Goodneſs, which will never fail. of. Returns of Love # 
Loyalty: for 6nce we ſee each Intereſt looks: jcaloblly 88s 
the other; tis reaſonable to + lr they had rather the Domii+ 
nion-ſhould:lodge where it is, while univerſally ;-1pattial im theit 
dgment,- then 'to; truſt it, with, any one ſort of themſelves; 
any.inquilitive Men. inco, humane Afrairs, have thought; "that 
the-Congert;of Dilcords Wrhvof ied the inflrineft' Baſis Go- 
vernment -can riſe or, ftand .vp CN. hes Pblcryed; that 
ane0Iey, | ann as Array; that 


leſs Sedigion. and Diſturbance 


. confiſted 


ity to their Pitidence 
| and 


+0 
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_ confiſted of many Nations, then the Romay Legions, that were 
of one People It is Marvelous, how the Wildom of that Ge. 
ſecure them to his Deſigns: Livy faitly,* that his Army for 

n. ney oaved up and down the Roman Em. 

6 ade up of mary Countries, hivers: ; Laws, 
Cufloms. Rel ions, he all their Succ War and 

. Fm, never Mutined: Matvetty 3s well as Levy afſcribes it to 
thatVaricty, well managed by the Generel: By the like Pru. 
dence Foviauns and Throdofins Magnus by ge Tranquillity to 
their Empire, after much Ka ow Blood for Nature 
we allo ſec, all Heat confumnes,all Cold kills z that ee Degrees 
af" Cold, to two '6f Heat, allay the Heat ; but introduce the 
Contrary Quali ity, and over-cool by Degree: ; but two De. 
orees of. Cold to two of Heat, make « Poyz in Elements, and a 
Ballafice in Nature, The like in Families : lt i not probablc, 
that a Maſter ſhoutd have his Work ſo well done, at leaft with 
art ove and Reſpect, who continually ſm;les upon one Servant, 
ey, 41h up __ the reſt; onthe contrary,. 'tis apt 
th ervants, and turn Duty into Revenge, 

& Content, In Fine: Ir? Itis to make ourSwperiours Domi: 

hon 30d made itz and to blind their Eyes, ſtop their 

Ears die mhaticl Breafts frombcholding the Miſeries, hear- 
ing the Cries and redreſſing the Grievances of a.vaſt number of 
Peoples under their: Charge, vext in this World for their Beliof 


: d inoffenſive Praftc eel out the next, 


"Fe dhy,. Ie ixthe Imereft of Governours to be put upon no. 
Thankleſ Offices, thatis, to blow noCoales intheir owhCountry 
cially when it is to conſume. their People, and it may be, 

ietnſelyes tov) not to bethe Cat't Foot, notto makeWork for. 
zemſelyes, or fill their owri. Hands with Trouble, or the King- 
with Com Fink Iris of al orbid them _ = oh rs 

| ay y of all to: imitate God Almighty, whoſe 
| #3 above jd Works 2 and readers them a fort of Ex+ 
Oe i Fr netefromthe End and Goods 

els 0 their, To lwre; It'is the beft Receipt that their 

uics, can give, to wake them uneaſiets the Country. 


i 
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T hiraly, 1t not on!y-makes them Enemies, but- 
Excitement to Revenge, 'as a rap'd Conſcience : kt- 
deen forc'd to break his Peace, to gratifie the Humor of ate« 
-taer, mult. have 2great ſhare of Mercy and Self.denyal to for--. 
give that Imury, and forbid himſelf the Pleafure of Retriby. 
tion upon the Authors of it - For Revenge, in other Caſes con. 
demnadle of-all, is here Jookt upon by 'too Many to'be the next 
way to their Expiation, To be fure, whether the Grounds of 
their Diffent be rational-in them#lves, ſuch Severity. is unjufti. 
hable with them ; for thisis a 24axim with Suffcrers, Whoever 
5 'inthe Wrong, the Perſecutor 1s never in the Right, Men; 
not. conſcious to themlelyes- of Evil, and harſhly treated, not 
only reſent it unkindly, but are bold to ſhew it. - 9H 


. Fourthly, Suppoſe the Prince, by his Severity, conquers any 
intoa Compliance, hecan-upon no prudent Ground affure him- 
felf of their Fidelity, 'yhom he hath taught to be Treacherous 
to their own Convictions. Wiſe Men rarely confide 'in thoſe 
whom they have debaucht from Truſt, to ſerve them{elves ; At 
beſt it reſembleth but forc'd Marriages, ,thatfeldom prove happy 
tothe Parties. In ſhort: Force makes Hypocrites ; 'tis Per« 
ſwaſton onſet makes Converts, 


PUN This Partiality, of facrificing the Liberty "and Pro. 


perty of all Difſenters, tothe Promotion of a fingle Party, as 
ttisthe lively Repreſentation of J. Calvig's Horrendum Decye* 
tum of- Predeſtination ;, ſo tne Conſequences of the one belong 
unto the other, it being but that T!-natured thy praiſed; 
Men are putupon tne ſamedeſperate Courſes, either to have no 
Conſcience at all,or tobe Hang'd for having a Conſcience not fa- 
thionable.; for, -Ict them be Virtuons, let them be'Vitious, if 
they fall-not..in with has Zfode of Religion, they muſt be re- 
\Probated to all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Intents and Purpoſes, 
Strange? that men muſt either Deny theirFanh and Regſnp, or 
be deſtroyed: for ating according to. them, : bg.they otherwiſe 
| never ſo Peaceable. 'What Power is this? But that men are to 
'be protefted upon Favour, not Right or Merit; andebat no Mc. 
cit out of -the Engliſh 64 {hauld find ahh <6 is 
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Fevere; That Father we «offs Blame, that narrows his Pa- 
terhal Love to ſome one' of his Children, thovgh the reſt be 
"not one Jt | leſs Virtuous then' the Favouriter : Such Injuſtice 
can never flow from. a Sout afted by Reaſon; but a Mind go- 
vern'd"by Fancy, and enſtaved to Paſſions. 


$:xthly, cogſider Peace, Plenty and Safery, the three grand 'n- 
- ducements to'any Country to horoxr the Prince, and !ove the Go- 
vernment, 'antFthe beſt Allurements to Forreigners to trade with 
- 1t, andtranfport themſelves to it, are utterly loſt by ſuch Inteſtine 
Jars; for inſtead of Peace, ,Eove and good Neighbourhood, be- 
hold-Anjmolity and Conteſt! One Nei#hbourwatcheth another, 
and makes him an Offender for his Conſcience+ this Utvides them, 
their Families and Acquaintance : Perhaps with them,the Towns 
and Villages. where they tive, moſt commonly: the 8ufferer hath 
the Pitry; and the Perſecutor the Odinm' of the Multitude ;, and 
when People ſce Cruelty pratiſed upon their Inoffenfive Neigh- 
bours by.a Troubleſom Sort of Men, andthoſe countet.aned by 
a'Law, it breedertx 1 Blood'agatnſt the Government. | Certain'y, 
haling People to Goals, hngaking open their Houſes, ſeizing of thery 
PZ ftates,, and'that without all Proportion, leaving Wives without 
their Husbands, and Children without their Fathers their Fami- 
lies,,, Relations, Friends and Neighbo»rs under ArMze and Trou- 
ble, is almoſt as far from-the Peace of: a well-#overn'd Kingdom, 
as it is from the Meekneſs of Chriſſjeviey. . | 
Plenty will be robot Lapaen, yo or” Poverty, by the DeſtruRi- 
on of many Thouſand Families withinthis Realm, who are greatly 
Inſtrumental for the carrying'on of the'moſt Subſtantial Comm re 
thereil, Menof Virtue, good Contrivahce, great Induſtry, whoſe 
Labovrs notonly ke /d aeibnes he the Trouble & 7 haree of 
ainpai them an theirs,butfelpt&maintain the Por and are 
great Contributors to Theſe ings Revenue by their Traihck: * his ve- 
ry mam reBankrupts inthe Kingdom of En lavd 
if, 7 Years therthaye Been init upon afFother Accounts-in 5 Ages, 
which Con/tqueme,hdy far it may conſiſt with-the Credit & Inter- 


eſt of the Gqvernment; 1 fedyeth better Judgments. 


" This Sort of ret Severith tha 4 IN Fately; nd fill is uſed 
amongſt th, islike&to prove a great Checkto that Readineſs whith 
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otherwiſe we find WAR... /4Y with thelnhabitants c ft is 
Kingdom; for if Mencannot call any Thing their own under a dif- 
ferent Exerciſe of Conſcience from the National Way of Religion, 
may their Correſpondents prudently ſay , We will not farther - 
concern ourſelves with Men that ftand: upow;ſuch tickling Terms +, 
what kyow we but ſuch Perſons are ruin'd mm their Eftates by Reaſon 
ef. their Non- Conformity, before ſuch Time as we are reimburſt for 
Money pain, or Goods delivered + Nay, we know-net how ſoon thofe 
who are-Contormiſts z:ay be Non-Conformiſts,or what Revolution 
of Councils may happen, ſince the Fundamental Laws,. ſo jealous of 
the Preples Property, are ſo lutle ſer-bywith ſome of their own Ma- 
viftrates 5 for though weare told of very worthy andexccllent Laws 
for the Security of the Peoples: Rights, yet we arealſo told;that they. 
\a hang. at the. Churches Ear; [and no Church:Conformity, #0 
Property,  mhich-55, »o Church-Man,: no Engliſh-Man ; ſo Fhar 
in Effett rhe Rights of their Country depend upon the Rights of their 
Church.;.. andthoſe Churches areſo inmurous, and havetaken their 
'Tarnsſo.ofter, that. Body knowt.nat how tomannage one's ſelf ſc. 
.Curely'tg one's.own Affairs in 4 Correfpandence:with any of them: For 
in King Heary the eaght's Dayes Popery: was. the only Orthodox 
Religion, 47d Luther, Melanchton, Oecolampadius, Galvin, cc. 
mere great Hereticks ::  1n:Edward the ſixth's Time, they were 
. Saints, and Popcry:;[dolatrry :  Afew Years after & Mary makes 
the: Papiſts Holy Churth,. ard Proteſtancy Hereſie : About ſix 
* . Years compleats ber T ime, and:Q! Elizabeth enters cher Reigh, in 
_ web Proteſtants are 2ocd Chriſtians; , and the:Curch of Rome the 
Whore of Babylon-:- | Jn hcr Reign, and King James's, and Charles- 
the fir ft's, ſprang the Puritans, who drvided themſelves into Presby-. 
__ tertans.4»4. Independents ; the Biſhops exclaimed againſt them 
for Schiſniaticks, ard they avainft the; B ;ſhops for Papiſtical and ' 
Batt Ebriftian-s: cn the long:Parliament's' Time the Presbyterian : 
- 14iars ener be Billop; . O; Gromwel- defeating them, . and ſending 
the Pregby terianro:krep Compariy with the: Biſhop, confers 3t moſtly 
:#poi the ludependent and Anabaptift;z-who kept it throuch the ethtr 
Eradhievs of Govenhment, .t:ll.the Presbyter and 'Biſhop:got 2t from: 
bhuere 3: 4ndithe Billhop row from the Presbyter ; but bow long itewit 
"rvfi theroy wheikroms.. 2 adncvbe 07 eff g9 $5524 def 
"A GGY Yuppgſition:idle-on iifiprobable; unleſs Meeieten 
Via : take 
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| (a) 
tal Place of Severity; and Property the room of Puniſhment of 
Opinion; for that'muſt be'the laſting Security; as well as that it is 
.the Fundamental Right of Erglif: People, 
There is alſo © further Confideration, and that is, the rendering 
juſt and yery good Debts deſperate, both.at home and abroad, 
y giving. Opportunity. to-the Debtors of-Diſſenters to detgin 
their Dues:  Indeedit ſcEmis a natural Conſequence with all by: 
Men of Mercy and Integrity , \. #hat ſhould we pay them for, may 
they ſay, chat are not in a Capacity to demand or receive it |, at leaf 
ro'compel us? "Nay, they may» pleada ſort of Kindneſs to their 
Creditors, and ſay, We had as good keepit ; for if wepay it then, 
they\will ſoon looſe it , tix better to. remain with us, then that 
they ſhduld be” pellag'd of 4: by Informers;, though Beggary and 
Want :fhould. m:the mean time overtake the right Owners and 
their Families. Ndr'is it unworthy ofthe moſt deliberate Thoughts 
-of 'our Superi0475, that the Land already ſwarms with Beggars, 
-and that there is no ſa ready Courſe toencreaſe their Number, as 
| the ſevere.Proſecution of Diſſenters 5 {0 that: though they immedi. 
-ately S»ffer;the Kingdom in the End muſt be the Looſer : For be. 
-lidesa Decay of Trade, &c. this driving ayay of Flocks of Sheep, 
and Herds :f Catreh, ſeizing of Barns full of Corn, breaking open 
-of Dacrs and Chifts, takiig away the bet Goods thoſe Inſtruments 
of Cruelty can find, ſometimes A{,eveny to a Bed.a Blankerwear- 
ing fpparcl, andthe very Tools of Trede,by which People honeſt- 
ly labonr'to get their Bread, till they leave Afen,Yomer and Chil- 
dren deſtitute of Sabſiſterce,will neceſſitate an extreme Advance of 
tce Poprs Rate in every Pariſh of Englend,or they mult be Srarv's, 
-Oh: that & would pleaſe them that are i» Anthoruy to put aStop 
5 this /zhuman Uſage, leſt the Vengeance of the Juſt God break 
forth furthty agamft this your Land, 

Safety another Requitte to'#n happy Government, muſt needs 
dc at Wlolertierg the Courſe oppugn'd is - IR : is but 
ſome-prudent Forreigners 'proclaiming Liberty of Conicience 

within their Territories oy Door is opencd for a Million of 
People to paſs 61t of their Native Soil, which is not ſo extremely 
Improved, that it ſhould-not want two or three hundred thouſand 
Families miore then it hath, to advance it, eſpecially at this Time 
-af Day, When'our Forrcign Iſſands yearly take off { any no 
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fary Inhabitants from us : And as of Contraries there is the ſame 
Reaſon ; fo let the Government of England but give that prudent 
Invitation to Forreigners, and ſhe'maketh her ſelf Miſtreſs of the 
Arts and Manufactures of Exrope : Nothing elſe hath hindred 
Helland from truckling under the Spaxiſh Monarchy, and being 
tuin'd above therefcore Years ago, and given: her thatRiſe to 
Wealth and Glory. | eb 


» * 


$ edaiyte'e2 Nor is this Severity only Injurious t6 theAffairs 
of England, but the whole ProteſtantWorld : For beſides that it 
calls the Smeerity of their Procedings againſt the Papiſts into 
Queſtion, it furniſheth them with this ſort of unanſwerable Inter- 
rogatory * © The Proteſtants exclame againſt us for Perſecutor, 
bard are they now the very men theniſelves? Was Severity an Jn- 
Ofance of Weakneſs in our Religion, and is it become avalid Argu- 
(mm #n theirs? Are not okr Aftions (once void of all Excuſe 
Twiththem) zow defended by their own Prattice ? But if men muſt 
ee reſtrained upon ptudential Conſiderations from the Exerciſe of 
*their Conſciences in England, why not the ſame in France and 
"Germany, where martcys of State may equally be pleaded? Cer-. 
tainly whatever Shifts Preteſfanrs may vſe to palliate theſe Proce- 
dings, they are thus far condemnable upon the Foot of Prudence. 


Eightly, Such Procedure is a great Refleion upon the 
Juſtice of the Government, in that it enacts Penalties inadequate 
to the Fault committed, viz. "That 7 ſhould looſe my Liberty and_ 
Property, Nataral Endowments, and confirmed Civil-Phiviledges, 
for ſame Error in Fudoment about Matters of Religion ; as if I muſt 
#0: be a Man, becauſe T am not fl KCH 4 ſort of relio1ous Alan as the 
Government would have me, but muſt looſe my Claim to all Natural 
Pepe, though 1 harmonize with them in Civil. Affairs, becauſe 
] fall not in withthe Tudzment of the Government in ſome Points of 
a ſtttrnatur al Inifort ;, though no real Part of the ancient G overn-_ 
ment, Perhaps inſtead of going to the Left Hand, I go tothe. 
Right: and 'whereas ſl am commanded to hear AA. B. I rather - 
chuſe to hear C. D. my Reaſon for it, being the more Religious 
Ifluence the latter hath over me,thenthe former ; and that I find 
by Experience; 7 am bitter affe ted,and more Religicnſly earfied ' 
{iq | | pak 
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| Good Living, What Blemiſh is this to the Government ? Wha: 
| agg ws the Civil Magiſtrate ? Why-may not this Man Sel], 

Buy, -Plow, pay his Rent, be as good a Subject, and as trye 
#n Englifh-man, as any Conformiſt in the Kingdom ? Howheit, 
Fines and Goals are very ill Arguments to convince ſober Men; 
" \Vnderflandings, and difſwad: them fron the Continuance of ſq 
harmleſs a Pra ice, Ren | 


Laſfly, Bt there is yet another Inconveniency that will attend 
this Sort of: Severity, that ſo naturally follows upon onr Superiors 
making Coxfer1:ty to the Dofrine and Worſhip of the Church of 
Envland, the fine qua non. or Inlet to all Property, and Ground 
of Claim to.all Ezglsſþ Civil Priviledges, to wit, taat they make 
a Rod, for ought they know. to whip their own Poſterity with , 
lince'ir is Impoſſible for'them to ſecure their Children to the 
Englijh Church ; and if it happen that any of them are neyer {6 
| conſetentioully of another Perſwaſion, they are lyable tq all the 
Miſcries that may attend the Execution of thoſe Laws: Such a 
Xing muſt not be-King ; 4uch Lords and Commons muſt not fit in 
Parliament; nay, they. muſt not adminiſter any Office, bet ne- 
ver ſoinferiour, within the Realm, 'and they never ſo virtuous 
and capable ; / thejr:very Patri#ny becomes a Prey to a Pack of 
lewd Tnformers, and their Perſons expoſed to the Abuſe of Men, 
Poor or Malicious, | | 


But there are three 0bjetions that ſome make againſt what I 
have urged, not unfit to be confider'd, The firſt is this : /f rhe 
Liberty deſired be Tranted, what know we but Diſſenters may e17- 
ploy thetr Meetings to $7 {inuats againſt the Government, . in flame 
People into a Diſlike. of their Superiours, and thereby prepare them 
for Miſchief. 

Anſw. This Obje&ion may have (ome Force, fo long a5 our 
Superiours continue Severity; becauſe it doth not only ſharpen 
and excite Diſſenters, but it runs many of them into ſuch Holes 
and Gomers, that if they'were diſpoſed to-any ſuch C onſpiracitss 
they have the ſecureſt Places and Opportunities to effect their 
Defign. But what D:ſenter .can be (o deſtitute of Sea and 
Love to common Safety, 'as to expoſe himſelf and Family dy por 
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. ting againſt a Government that is kind to him,. and gives him the 
* Liberty he defires, and could only be oppoled in common ſenſe 
to plot for. To be ſure, Liberty to Worſhip God, according to 
' their ſeveral Profcſſions, will be, as the Peoples Satwfattion,. fe 
* the Governmentsgreateft Security ; For if men enjoy their Pro- 
- pertyand their ClnRience, which is the nobleſt part of it, without 
. Moleſtation,, what ſhould they object againſt and plot for ? .Mad 
Men only burn their own Hovſes,kill their own Children,& mur- 
_ der themſelves,. .Doth Xindneſs or Cruclty_moſt take with men 
' thatare but themſelves? Z.Grotius with CampancHa,well obſerv'd, 
| that « fierce and rugged Hand was very improper for Northern 
 Conntries, Engliſh-men aregain'd with Mildneſs, but inflamed 
by Seversty,: And many that do not ſuffer, areas apt to.compaſſi- 
. onate them that do, And if it will pleaſe our Superiours to make 
Tryal of ſuch an 1-dulgezce, doubtleſs they will find Peace and 
Plenty to enſye. The Praftice of other Natzons, and the Trade, 
Tranquillity, Power and 'Opulency that have- attended it, .is a 
Demonſtration in the Caſe, and.ovght not to be flighted by them 
that aim at as high and honourable things for their Country :; 
_ Andif we had no other Inſtance then our own [zrervals of Conni- 
*vance, they were enough to ſatishie reaſonable men, how much 
more Moderation contributes to publick Good,then the Proſecyu- 
tion of People for their Religious Diſſent ; fince the one hath 
cher produced Trade and Tranquility; the other, greater Po- 

 verty and Diſſenſeon. 


"The ſecond Objeft:or,, and by far the more weighty, runsithus : 
Obj. The King and Parliament are ſworn to maintain aud pre- 
telÞ the Church of England, as eftabliſht, cc. therefore to tolerate 
other O mions, 1s goainſt their Oath, « 7% 


Anſw. Were the Conſequence true, as it isextreamly falle, 


Neglect upon them ; But fince the Church of England was no 
C ſooner 
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ſooner aChurek, then-fhe found ſome fort of Difſenters; ang 
that the i:tmoſt Policy and Severity of Q. Elizabeth, ' Kins 
_ Famesand King Charles the 1ſt,were not ſucceſsfyl towards an ad: 
ſolute Unifermity ; Why ſhould it reflet upon thera, that the 
Church of England hath not yet rid her ſelf of Difſenting Parties ? 
Beſides, 1t 1s Notorious,that the late Wars gave that Opportuni- 
ty to Differing Perſwaſions to ſpread;that it was utterly impoſſible 
for them to hinder, much lefs during the ſeveral Years of the 
King's Exile, at what time the preſent Parliament was no Pars 
lfament, nor. the generality of the Members of it ſcarce of any 
Authority. Let it be conſidered, that 'twas the Study of the 
Age to make People Anti- Papiffical and Anti- Epiſcopal, and 
that Power and Preferment went on that fide:TheirCircumſtances 
therefore and their Anceſtors are not the ſame; They find theKing- 
dom Divided into ſeveral Intereſts, andit ſeems a Difficulty infur- 
mountable to reduce them to any one Perſwalion ; whereforets . 
render themſelvesMaſters of theirAﬀections,they muſt neceſſarily 
Sovern themſelves towards them on a Ba#ance, as before exprefl; 
etherwiſe,they are put upon the greateſt Hazards,and extreame* 
Difficulties to themſelves and the Kingdom, and all to perform 
_ the Uncharitable Office sf fupprefling manyThovſards of Inoffen- 
five Inhatitants for the different Exerciſe of their Conſcience to 
God.-" This is not to make them reſemble Almighty God, the 
Goodneſs of whoſe Nature extends it ſelf univerſally, thus to nar- 
row his Bowels, and confine his Clemency to one fingle Party of 
Men.: It ought to be remembred, that 0Orima went before 4/4- 
xi of old, and that Power without Goodneſs is a frightſul Sort 
of aThing. 
But Secondly, I deny the Conſequence, viz. 'That the King is 

thcrefore oblieged to perſecute Diſſenters, becauſe he or the Parlia- 
mens. hath taken an Qath to maintain theCharch of England : For it 
cannot be ſuppoſed or intended, that by maintaining Her, they arc 
to deſtroy the Reſt of the Inhabitants : Is it impoilible to protect 
hier without knockgng all the reft on the Head ? Dothey allow ary 
to Supplant her Officers, Invade her Livings, Poſſeſs her E molp- 
' ments, Exereiſe her Authority? What would ſbe have? Hs ſts 
not Church of England-/#iH, in the ſame Regency, inveſted with the 
ſame Power, bearing the ſame Charatter ? What. Grandcar or Ins 
| | is tcreff 
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tereſt. hath ſhe loſt by them? Are they not manifeſtly herProtefier ? bs 
ſhe not National Church ſtill? And are not the greateft Offices, Civil, 
Afulitary and Maritin conferr'd upori her Sons? And can any of 
her Children be fo inſenſible as er to challenge her Superionrs 
with-Want of /ntegrity, becauſe they had not performed Impol- 
libilities? or to.excite them to that Harſhneſs, which is not only 
deſtryCtive of many Tho uſands of Inhabitants, but altogether 
injutious to their own-Intereft, and diſhonourable to a Proteſtant 
Church? Suppoſe Diſſenters not to be of the viſible Church,are 
they therefore unfit to live? Did the Fews treat Strangers ſo ſe- 
verely that had ſo much more to ſay then her ſelf? Is not the X;ng 
Lord of Waſtes and Commons .as well as Tncloſures? Suppoſe God 
hath elef#cd ſome to Salvation, doth it therefore follew he hath.repro- 
bated all thereſk? Andbecanſe he was Godof the Jews, was he not 
tbercfore God of the Gentiles? or were not the Gentiles bs People, 
becauſe the Jews were his peculiar People ? To be brief; They have 
anſ{wer'd their Obligation, conſented to ſevere Laws, and come 
manded their Execution,in that they have ſtill preferr'd her above 
Every Intereſt in England; to render her more Powerful and Uni- 
verſal, till they have good Reaſon to be tired with the Lamen- 
table Conſequences of thoſe Endeavours, and to conclude, that 
the Uniformity thereby intended, is athing Imprafticable. 

And I wonder that theſe men ſhould ſo eafily forget that great 
Saying of King CHARLES the it (whom they pretended fo 
often and with ſo mech Honout' to remeniber) in his Advice 
to the preſent King : where he ſaith, 


. Beware, - of Exaſperating any 
Fattions, by the Croſſneſs and Aſpert- 
ty of ſome Mens Paſfuons, Humours, 
' or Private Opinions, imployed by on, 
grounded only upon thetr Differen- 
ces in Leſſer Matters, which are but 
the Skirts and Suburbs of Religien , 
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wherein. 4 Chantal: Connvance and 
Chriſtian Toleration © Diſfpates 
their Strength, whom Rovgber Oppoſi- 
tion Fortifeth, and puts the Deſpiſed 
and Oppreſſed Party into ſuch Combi-. 
nations as may moſt Enable them toget a 
Full Revenge upon Thoſe. they... count 
their Perſecutors , who are .commonly 
Aſhfted with that Vulgar Commiſerati- 
on, which attends: all that are. ſaid to 
Suffer under the Common . Notion of 
Religion. | ng 
So that we have not only the King's Circumſtances, but his Fa- 
ther's Counſel, who ſaw not the End of one half of them de- 


fending s Charitable. Connivance, and. Chriſtian Toleratioy of - 
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Obj. 3, But it may be further alledged, T! hu - makes way for |, 
Popery or Presbytery to undermine the Church of England, and 


mount the Chair of Power and Preferment, which # more then 


Priidential Indulgence of Different Opinions. 

And yet there is not any fo probable an expedient to va- 
niſh thoſe Fears, and prevent any ſuch Deſign, as keeping all . 
Intereſts upon the Ballance ; for ſo the, Proteſtant makes at leaſt 
fix Parties againſt Papery, and the Church of England at leaſt ve 
avainft Presbyrery ; and how cither. of them ſhould be able 
to turn the Scaſe againſt five or ſx, -as free and thriving Inte- 
reſts as either of them can pretend 'to be,. I confe's 1 cannot un- 
gerftand ; - But if one only Intereſt muſt be tolerated, wag 
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implies 'a Reſolution to fuppreſs the Reſt, plain it is, thatthe - 


Church of Englard ventures her ſingle Party againſt fix $1pw- 
ing Intereſts, and thereby gives Prothency HG Paper by os : 
eaſter Acceſs to Supremacy, eſpecially the latter, for that- it is 
the Religion of thoſe Parts.of Exrop, w hick neither want Inclina- 
tion, nor Abylity to proſper it, So that beſides the Confiftency of - 
ſuch an Indulgence. with the:Nature of a Chr:ftian-Church, there 
can be- nothing more im- Prudence- adviſable for the Church of 

- England, then to allow of the Ballavee propounded ; in that fi-f, 
no. Perſon of any real Worth will ever the ſooner. decline her; 
on, the contrary, it will give her a greater Reputation in a Coun- - 
try ſo hating Severity : and next, it S1ves her Opportunity to turn 
the Scale againſt any one Party: that may aſpire after her Power 
and Indowments : And ſhe never need to fear 'the Agreement of 
all of them to any ſuch Deſign, Epiſcopecy not being more” in- - 
tolerable then Presbyrery in Power, even to an Indeperidency we - 
ſelf; and yet between them lies the 'narroweſt Diffcrence that is - 
among the Diſſcnting Intereſts in this Kingdom. | 


But this ſeems too large, and yielding; -andtherefore to find a : 
Medinm, ſomething that may compaſs the happy End of good 
Conreſpondenge & Tranquillity,at leaft ſo to fortrie the Church of + 
England, as thatſhe may ſecurely give Law to all other Religious 
Intereſts, 'a Comprehenſion is pitcht upon, and diligently purſued 
by :both Epiſcopslians. and Presbyterians, at leaſt ſome. of cach' 
Party. J p 

Bat if it becomes wiſe men to Look before they Leap, it 
will not be unadvifable for them to weigh the Conſequences of - 
ſuch an Endeavour : For, in the firft place, there is no one People + 
I know.in England, that ſtands ata | im Diftance from her Do- 
Qrine 2s it is maintain'd- by her preſent Sons, - then the:Presbyrers- 
ans, particularly about ab/o!ute Reprobation, the Perſon of Chrift, 
SatizfaBon and Fuftification , and he muſt be a Stranger. in the +. 
Religiow Conteſts of our times that knows not-this, + 

In the next place, None have govern'd themſelves with a plai- 
ner Denial and more peremptory Contempt of Ep:/copacy,and the - 
whole Diſcipline. and Worſhip: of the Chnrch of England, then - : 
the Prezbyter;ans have ever done; let them put-me to proveit, if : 
they pleaſe, even of their moſt reverend Fathers, . 4 

| w ay, 
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2 365, Who knows Kot'that nas PID Hoats about theſe 
veryt! ings went 8 great way. towards ourlate lameritable Troy- 
les? Now. if the ſame” Principles remain with each Party, and 
#hat they.arc ſo far from'repenting of their Tenaciouſneſs, that on 
the contrary they juſtifie their Oppoſition to one another in theſe 
matters; how: can either Party have Faith enough to rely upon 
each other's Kindneſs, .or ſo, much as attempt a Corprehenſoon ? 
What. muſt become; of the. Labours of Bp: Wirg1fty' R. H coker, 
 Banckroft, B , Lawad, EXC , in Rebuke of the P resbyterian 
eparation;; and the Names, of thoſe leading Diſlenters,. as Cart. 
wright, Dode, Bradſhow, Rutterford, Galaſpee, &c. fo famous a- 
mons the preſent .Presbyterians, and that for their.Oppoſition to the 
Church ?. This:confider'd, what Reaſon can any render, why the 
Epiſcopalians 1houldſofingularly Provide for,'.and:Confide in an 
Intereſi-that bathalseady.been ſo Deſfrative to theirs? On the 
ether hand, . With, what Prudence may the Presbyreroans imbrace 
the others.Offey that intended it'not m Kindneſs to.them, and who 
they muſt needs think, cannot but ow Revenge, -and retain deep 

Grudges for old Stories ? Ws 

» 'Bnt.4chly,..The,very Reaſon. given. for a Comprehenſion isthe 
greateſt that can-bej urged againlt it ; namely, The Suppreſſion of 
ether difſeurong; Perfwaſenn, 1 will ſuppoſe, a Comprehenſion and 
the Conſequences of ity to.be an Eradication of ALIP Inter: fs: the 
Thins $4 ht :: But if the two remaining Parties ſhall fall out, as 
K.is, not.likely. that they will long agree, what can the, Presbyre- 
r1an have to Ballance himſelf againft the Ruling Power of Eps/cor 
picked: or the, ;Fp:(copalian to fegure-himfelt againkt the Aſpirings of 
Precbyeery,?, They muſt either.all become. Epiſcopalians,' or Preſ- 
byteriany, elie they-will commix/as Tron and Clay, which made ill 
Leggs. for. the Image-in, Daviel.;, Nor, is.1t to be thought, that 
thetr, Leg gs ſhould ſtand any hetter, 
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-,But ſome are readyto ſays ithat.7.beir Dyference vs very mute. 
Grant it 5” Are they, exer the more tolerable for;that? Certainly, 
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of Obſtinacy in an” Efſential as Circumflantial Now Confornm y; 
" Befides, How far can this Accommodation extend with Secur;- 
y to'the Church of England? Or, on what better Terms will the 
Presbyterians conform to her Diſcipline and formal ARs of De- 
votion, then thoſe upon which Perer du Xfonlin offer'd to preach 
the Goſpel at Rome 2: viz. T hat if the Pope would give him:Liaye 
30 preach at Rome, be would be Contented to preach it 6 Fool's Coar. 
[queſtion if the Pre:byrerian can go {o far, lam fure he could not ; 
and as ſure, that Perer di Moulin hop't by preaching there in a 
.z Fool's Coat, toinculcate thatDoQtrine which ſhould u-- Mirre the 
Pope, and alter hisChurch, the very. Thing the Charch of England 
ought to fear : For Peter du Afoulin intended to preach in a Fool's 
Cont no longer, . but tillhe had preacht the People #/e enough to 
throw. it off again. So the Presbyrerians, they may conform: to 
certain Ceremonies (once as f:nfxlto them, as a Fool's Coat could 
be ridiculous to Peter du Aoulin) that they may the better ivrro- 
ance their. Alterations both in Doctrine and-Diſcipline, - © 
But that which ought to go a great Way with our Superiours in . 
their Judgment of this Matter, is not only the'Benefit of a Ballance 
againſt the Preſumtion of any one Party, and the Probability,if not 
Certainty of their never being overdriven by any one Perſwaſion 
whilſt they have others to more then. poiZ againſt the growing 
Power of it; but the Conceit it ſelf,if not altogether impraRicable, 
isatleaſt verydifficult to the Promotors,and an Office as thankleſs 
from the Parties concern'd. This appears in the Endeavours uſed 
fora Comprehenſion of Arrians and Homonſtans under one Orthe- 
doxy, related not only in our common Ecclefiaſtical Hifory, but 
more amply in the Writings of Wes, an Enemy to the Arrians, 
ahd Mariana's Spaniſh Hiſtory. Theſe publick Teſts, 0r:com- 
Prebenſive Creeds were many, Nice, Ariminum, Sirminiums" &C; 
in order to agree both Parties, that neither might _ſtigmatize the 
other with the odious Crime of Herefie; but the Conſequence 
of ail this Convocation and prolix Debate was, that neither.Party 
- could be ſatisfied, each continuing their former Sentiments, and-ſo 
grew upinto ſtronger Fractions, to the Diviſion, Diſtraction, and 
almoſt Deſtrudtion 'of the whole Empire; recover'd alittle by 
the prudent Moderation of Foviarm, and much improved, not by 
nM | A 
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- a Comprehenſion, but Reflanration of 4 Seaſorable Liberty of 
_ Confbirotby Thoodefiis. Magna: - 1, hn»: 
Alſo in Germany about the Time of the Reformation,” nothing 
+ Teemed more ſincere rhenthe Deſign of Union between the 7, 
| therans and Zuinglians : * For Luther «nd Zaingline theraſclves 
by: the carneſt Endeavours of the Landgrave of Hefſen, came 
together; but the Succeſs was ſo ſmall, notwithſtanding the Grav?'s 
Mediation, that they parted ſcarcely Civil; To'be fure, as far 
from Unity-asControverlie is. Luther &Cardinal Cajeren met for 
a Compoſure of the Breach'betwixt the Proteftantsand the Pope ; 
'. but they were too wide* for thoſe Conferences to reconcile, no 
. Comprehenſion could do the Buſineſs. Aſecond Eflay to the ſame 
Purpoſe was by Melanghron,Caſſender & others; the Conſequence 
of it was, thatthe Parties were diſplealed, and the Heads ſuſpetted, 
if not hated of their Followers : Norkhad Bucer's Mecting with 
Fulins Pflugg any better Succeſs, And how fruitleſs their Contri- 
-vances have been, that. with greateſt Art and Induſtry have of a 
long Time endeavoured a Reconciliation of Lutherans and Caly;. 
miſts, is well known'to thoſcthat are acquainted with the Afﬀairs 
of Germany; :and- ſuch as are-not, may furniſh themſelyes from 
thoſe publick Relations given by thoſe that are employed about 
_ that Accommodation; where beſides a dull and heavy Propreſs, 
the Reader may bea Witneſs of their Complaint, not only that 
both Parties -aret6o tenacious, but that they ſuffer DetraCion for 
their ;gdod: Endeavonys,- cach Side grudging every: Tittle they 
yield, and murmuring asif they were too hardly born upon. And 
if Perſons:ſo diſintereſted, and worthy in'their Attempts have had 
no better Ifſue, | cannot ſee how thoſe who ſeem compell'd by 
Worldly Intereſt more thenConſcience'to ſeck and propagate a 
Comprebenfian, eſpecially, when it determins in the Perſecution of 
therejeſted-Perſwaſions, can with any Reaſon expect from God 
or\Good:Men any better Suceeſs to their Deſign: 


- Laſtly; there is nothing any Man toucht with Juſtice and Mercy, 
canalledge for a Comprehenſcon,thit may net be much better urg'd 
to;procure aToleration; they are Men as. well as thoſe of otherPer- 
{waſhtons; their Fatth'is as Chriſtian, they believe as ſincerelylive as 
conſctentioufly, areas uſeful in the Kingdom, and mennoge tek 
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Diſſent with 4 ihuch Modeſty & Prudence,theChurch of England 
her ſelf being in a great Meaſure Judge, as thoſe on whoſe Account 
a Comprehenſion may be intended:To be ſure they arc EngliſhMen, 
and have an Equal Claim to the Civil Rights of theirNative-Coun- 
try, with any that live in it, whom to perſecute, whileſt others, and 
thoſe no better Men, aretolcrated, :is,as I have already ſaid, The 


Unreaſenable andUnmerciful Dottring of abſolute Eleition and Re 
probation put in Praftice, | 


II. A SINCERE PROMOTION 
of General & Prattical RELIGION. 


J amnow come to the laſt,which to be ſure,is not the leaſt Part 

z of my Anſwer tothe Queſtion propounded, viz.The Sincere 

Promotzon of general and prattical Rgligion, by which I mean the 
Ten Commandments, or moral Law, and Chriſt's Sermon upon the 
Mount, with other Heavenly Sayings, excellently improved,and 
earneſtly recommended by ſeveral Paſſages in the Writings of his 
Diſciples, which forbid E:l,not only in Deed,but Thought ; and in- 
Joyn Purity & Holineſs, as without which no Man, be his Pretences 
what they will;ſhall ever ſee God, In ſhort, General,True andRe- 
quilite Rel:70xrin the Apoſtle James's Definition is, To viſit the Wi- 
dow and the Fatherleſs, aud to keep our ſelves,through the Univerſal 
Grace#nſpotted of the World: This is,as the moſt [acred,ſo the moſt 
calie & probable Fay to fetch in all Men profeſſing God & Religi- 
on; for that every Perſwaſion acknowledges this inWords,be their 
Lives never ſo incongruous with their Confeſſion; And this being 
the Unnm necefſarium, that One Thing only requiſite to make 
Men happy here and hereafter , why ſhould Men facrifice their 
Accord in this great Point for an Unity in minute or circumſtantial 
Things, that perhaps inobtainable, and if it were not, would ſignifie 
little or nothing, either to theGood of Human Society, or the par® 
ticular Comfort of arly individual in thatWorld which-is to come? 

No one This is more ſenſeleſs and condemnable amongMen;then 
_ Their Uncharitable & Mutinous Clamours and Conteſts about Re- 
-ligion,indeed aboutWords ig , whilft they all verbany mect 
YUNG TS 


-Y 


O 
PR or POW | 
mn.the moſt,if not only i Part of Chrifian Religion: For 
nothing is more certain, then if Mea would but live up to one half 
of what they know in their ownConſeiences they ovght.to pratile, 
their Edge would be. taken off, their Blood would be (weetned by 
Mercy and Truth, andthis unnatural Sharpneſs qualified ; they 
would quickly find Work enoughat home; each Man's Hands 
 wouldbe full by the Unrulineſs of his own Paſſions, and in Subje- 
Qion-of his own. Will ; and: inſtead of devouring one another's 
Gocd Name, LS or Eſtate, Compaſſion would: riſe, and my- 
tual Deſires to beafſiltent to one another ina better Sort of Living, 
Oh how decent, how delightful would it be, te ſee Mankind (the 
Creation.of one God, that hath upheld them, to this Day) of oge 
Accord, at leaſt in the weighty Things of God's praical Lay ! 
Tis Want of Prattice, and too much-Prate, that hath.made Way 
for all the Incharity and 14 living that is in the World. No Mat- 
ter what Men /ay, ifthe Devil keep the Houſe: Let the Grace 
of God, the Priiciple of Divine Life (as a.great Man lately call'd 
itin his Specch) but be heartily and reverently entertained of men, 
that teaches to dewy Unradbneſs , andconverſe Soberly,. Righteonſly 
 #nd Godlily in this preſent evil World; andit is not to be doubted 
but Tranguillity, anda very amicable Correſpondence will follow, 
Men-are not to be reputed; Good by. their Opinzon ; nor is that,nor 
ought it to be offenſive to the Government ; but Practice is what 
muſt ſave or da-:n,temporally or eternally.- Chrift in hisRepreſen- 
tation-of the Great Day,doth not tell us that itſhall be-17:1 SAID, 
or Yell TALKTF, but We&-DONE good and faithful. Servant : 
neither is the Depart from me YOU, directed to any but the Wor- 
kers of Iniquity, .Error now is brought from the Signification of an 
Evil Life to an unſound Propoſition, . as Philoſophy is from Morti- 
fication,. and, well-living to:an Unintelligtble Way: of Wrang ling. 
And a man is more bitterly -harrac'd for an Erroneous Propoſetions 
though the Party holding it. thinks not ſo, and the Party charging 
it denies all Infalible Judgment- in this World | (fo that it may as 
well be true as falſe for. all him) then for the mof# difſolure Life, 
And truly &.is bzgh. T ;me,. that Men ſhould give better- Teftsmony 
of their Chriſtianity for Cruelty bath noShare in Chrsft's Religion, 
and oertion upon.Conſcience isutterly inconſiſtent. with the very 
 . Nature of þis Kingdom; Hegxrebuked that Zeal, which would 
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have Fire from Heaven to devour D: fenters, though it caine from 
his own Diſciples; and forbad them to piuck np the Tares, tkough 
none had a more gentle or infallible Hand to do it by: He preferr'd 
Mercy before Sacrifice, and therefore we may well believe, that 
the Unmerciful Sacrificesſdme Men now offer,I mean, Impriſonwg 
Perſons, - ſpoiling of Goods, ang leaving whole Families deſttute of 
gommon Subſiſtence, are far from being grateful to him, who there- 
fore came into the World, and preacht that Heavenly DoGrine of 
Forbearing,and Loving of Enemes,and laid down his moſt Innocent 
Life for us,whilſt we were Rebels, that by ſuch peaceable Precepts 
and ſo patient an Example the World might be prevailed upon 
to leave thoſe Barbarous Courſes : ' And doubtleſs, very lamen - 
table will their Condition be, who at the Coming of the great 
Lord ſhall be found Beaters of their Fellow Servants, In: vain do 
. Men go to Church, pray, preach, and ſtyle themſelves Believers, 
 Chriffians, Children of God, &c, whilft fuch Acts of Severity are 
practiſed, and any Diſpoſition to mo/cſtharmleis Neighbours for 
their Conſcience, ſo much as-couateranc'd, A Courle quite re 
pugnant to Chriſt's DoQArineand Example 
' In ſhort; the promoting of this General Religion by a ſevere 
Reprebenfion and Puniſhment of Vice, and Encouragement of Virtue, 
i5 jt Intereſt of onr Swuperaaiirs ſeveral Wayes. 

I. Inthat it meets with, and takes in al] the Religious Perſwa- 
ſions of the Kingdom, Penal Laws for Religion #s 4 Church 
with a Sting in herTgtil ; take that out, and there is no Fear of the 
Peoples Love and Duty : And what better Obligation or Sectrity 
can the Civil Magiſtrate deſire ? Every Man owns the Text ; 'tis 
the Comment that's diſputed : _ Let it but pleale him to makethe 
Text only ſacred andneceſfary, and ſo keave Men to keep Com- 
pany with their own Meanings and Conſequences, and he not only 

-prudently takes in all, but ſupprefſeth nice Searches, fixes Unity 
upon Materials, quiets preſent Differences about Things of leſſer 
Moment, retrives Humanity and Chriſtian Clemency, and fills 
'the Kingdom with Love and Refpett to their Governours, 

2, Next, A Promotion of general Religion, it being in it ſelf 

praChicalz:brings back again ancient Ysrmxe; Good Living will 

thrive inthis Soil ; Men will grow Hone&,Truſty and Temperate; 
we may expect good Neighbourhood and Cordial Friendſhip; one 
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may depend more upon a Word then now upon an Oath, How 
lamentable is it to ſec People afraid of one onother ; Men made 
and provided for of one God; and that muſt be judged by that one 
Eternal God, yet full of Diffidence in what each other ſayes, and 
moſt commonly interpret as People read Hebrew, all Things that 
are ſpoaken backward. 

3. The third Benefit is, that Men will be-more ind«/triou; , 
more diligent in their lawful Callings, which will encreaſe our 
ManufaQure, ſet the Idle and Poor to work for their Livelyhood, 
and enable the ſeveral Countries with more Eaſe.and Decency to 
maintain the Aged and Impotent among them, Nor will this 
only make the Lazy conſcientiouſly induſtrious, but the Indyſtrions 
and Conſcientious Man Chearful at his Labour, when he is aſſured 
to keep what he Works for, and that the Swear of his Brows ſhall 
not be made a Foprfeir for his Conſcience. | 

4. It will render the Magiſtrates Proviace more facil, and Go- 
vernment a fafe as well as caſieThing ; for as Tacitis ayes of 
Agricola's inſtructing the Britt4ins in Arts and Sciences, and uſing 
them with more Humanity then other Governours had done, that 
it made them fitter for Government : So if that pratical Religi- 
on, andthe Laws made to maintain it, were duely regarded, the 
very Natures of Men now wild and freward by Croſs and Jealous 
Intereſts,, would learn 'Afoderation, and ſee it to be by far their 
greateſt Intereſt to purſue ſober and amicable Converſation, which 
would rid the Magiſtrate of much of his preſent Trouble : And 
the Truth is, 'tis a Piece of Slavery to. have the Regiment of Ip- 

norants and Ruffains ; but there is. true Glory and Royalty in 
having the Government of Men inſtrued 1a the Juſtice and Pru- 
dence of their own Laws and Country, 

Laſtly, Heaven wilt proſper ſo natural, fo noble, and ſo Chri- 
ſftian an Eſſay, which ought not to be the leaſt Conſideration with 
a good Magiſtrate ; and the rather, becauſe the Negle& of this 

 praQtical Religion hath been the Ruin of Kingdoms and Common 
 Wealths among Heathens, Fews and Chriſtians, This laid T ar- 
qusr, low, and his Race never roſe more, How puiſſant was £4: 

cedemen and ' Athens in Greece, till Luxury had caten out tactr 

Severity, anda pompous Living, contrary to their Excellent Laws» 
render'd their Execution intolerable ? And was not Hannib#!s 
goes Army 
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Arya Prey to their 0wn Jaleneſs and Pleafure; which by effe- 
minating their Natures conquer'd them, when the whole Power 
of Rome could not doit? What elſe betray'd Rome to Ceſar's 
Ambition; and made way for the after Rents and Divifions of the 
Empire? The Conqueſt and Inheritance of a wellgovern'd People 
for ſeveral Ages, as1ong as their Manners laſted, The Few: in fike 
Manner were proſperous while they keept the Statutes and Judg- 
ments of their God ; but when they became rebellious and diflo- 
lute, the Almighty either viſited them from Heaven, or expoſed 
them to the Fury of their Neighbours. Nothing elſe ſent Zedekiab 
to Babylen, and gave him and the people a Prey to Nebuchadnezar 
and his Army. wo 

" Negleft of Laws and d:ſſolute Livino, Andrew Horn (that lived 
in the Time of Ed. the i, as before cited) tells us, was the 
Cauſe of their miſerable Thraidom and Deſolation the Brittains ſu- 
flained by Invaders and Conquirers, And pray, what elſe hath 
been the Engliſh of our ſweeping Peſtilence and dreadful! Fires of 
late Years ? Hundreds ot Examples might be brought in this Caſe; 
but tyeir Frequency ſhall excuſe me. | 


oe | 


Thus have I honeſtly and plainly clear'd my Conſcience for my 
Country, and anſwer'd, I hupe, modeſtly, and though briefly, yet 
fully the Import of the Queltion propounded, with Honour to the 
Magiſtrate, and Safety to the People by an happy Conjunttion of 
their Intereſts. I ſhall conclnde, 

That as greater Honour and Wiſdom cannot well be attributed 
10 4ny Sort of Men, then for our Superionrs, und:r their Circum- 
ſtances, to be ſought to by all Perſwaſions, confided in by all 
* Perſwafions, and obey d by all Peſwaſionsz and to make 
thoſe Perſwaſions know, that it.is their Intereſt ſotodo, as 
well « that it is the Intereſt of ourSuperiours,they ſhould, which 
theExpedients propoſed natarally tend to . $ o,for A farther 1s 
ducement to embrace them, let it be conſtantly remembred, that 
the Intereſt of our Englith Governours 7s like to ſtand longer © 
wpon the Leggs of the Engliſh People, then of the Engliſh 
Church; fnce the one takes inthe Strength of all Intercfts, 
| the -.- 
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he other leaves ont all but ber own; 4nd it may 7 Fa that 
3b; Engliſh Church may fail, or go travail again, but 1 is 
70t probable that Engliſh People fouls 4o either, while Pro. 
perty 7s preſeryea, a Ballance kept, Gezeral Religion pro- 
pazated, and ihe World continues. © 


TI 0 
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May all this prevail with our Superiours to 
make the beſt Ule of their little Time, remem- 
bring inthe midft of all their Power andGrandeu; 
+ that they carry Mortality about them, and are 
equally liable to the Scrutiny and Judgment of 
the laſt Day with the pooreſt Peaſant, and that 
they have a great Stewardſhip to account for;that 
Moderation and Virtue being their Courſe, they 
for the future ſhall ſteer, = having faithfully 
diſcharg'd that Grand Truſt repoſed in them by 
God and this Free-People,they may with Com- 
fort to their $ ouls, and Honour to their Names 
and 4#ions,lafely anchot in the Haven of Ertcr- 

nal Bleſſedneſs: So prayes with much Sinceri:y, 


Aa Evgliſh-Chriftian- Man, 


William Penn. 


A Corollary. ; 


T'Har the People are under a great Diſſatisfadt ion ; 
That theWay to quiet Differences,and render contrary 
- Interefts ſubſerviewt to the Intereſt ofthe Government, is, 


Firſt, To maintain inviolably the Rights of it, wit. Lt 
 berty a4#d Property,Legiſlation ax Jurics,without Neg letF, 
Tha ſlighting and Infringine them hath been the Injury of 
Prince and People, ' and early or late the Rein of the C ontri- 
vers of ſo 111 Deſigns , and when all has been done, the only 
Expedient has been, to come back again to Engliſh Law-: This 
takes in all, pleaſes all,” becauſe it (ecures aid profits all z ſa- 
 erificing Priviledges for the ſake of Conformity, makes 4 
Breach upon the Civil Government, alienates the Peoples 
AﬀecQions from their Prince, lodges Property in the Church, 
ſos none can come at it, but through Obedience to her Rites z 
far ſhe at this Rate has the keepine of it, a Thing Unknown,as 
'well as Unſate 79 the Ancient Engliſh Government. 


2dly, That the Prince govern himſelf «pon” a Ballance t9- 
wards all Religious Intereſts, that this beſs poizes Parties to 
bis Security, renders him Maſter of 4 univerſal Affection, 
ind makes bim truly and ſafely Prince of all bs Country ; but 
the contrary Courſe narrows by Juſtice and Mercy, makes the 
Government to ſhine bat «pon one Patch of the Kinedom ; tobe 
Fuſt but to- one Party, and difinherit the reſt from their Birth - 
rights that this Courſe ends in great Diſadwantage 19 the 
Peace, Plenty and Safety of Prince aud People: 


E 3dly, 
— | 
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2dly, And laſtly, Infea9 of being Uncharitable,Severe and . 
Crgel for Modifications, let thew ſleep, and General and Pra. 
Ricsl Religion be promoted, that which receives an Amen 
in every May's Conſcience, fram- the Principle of Divine. 
Life (a4 the Lord Keeper well call'd it; znevery Breaſt: 
That all agree in the moſt weighty Dofrines ;, and that nothing | 
w:l! ſooner fweeten Mens Blood,and mollifie their Natures, they 
employing that Time an4Pains they, beſtow on fruitleſs Conteſts, 
#: Living up to what they bot'Know, Believe and Ar. 
cordin ; that this leaves Men to keep Company with their ony | 
Comments, 4nd makes the Text only Sacted, ad Holy Li. 
ving neceflary,»ot ovly toHeaventy,outEarthlyPlaces, 1 mean, 
Preferments, whence Virtue becomes the Dope to Favour, and 
Conſcience ( now ſmathered in the Crowd of Siniſter In. 
tereſts) rhe. Noble Rule of Living. | Ys 


Cod Almichty, if it pleaſe him,beget Noble Reſolutions inthi 
Heasts of our Superiours to »ſe theſe plain & ſafe Expedients, 
that Charity may ſupplant Cruelty, Conteſt yield to Good 
Lite,aud "hats Diſtances meet in a Fouſt aud Kind Neigh- 
bourhood. | 
Great and Honourable is that Prizce, Free and Happy 
that People, where theſe Things take Place. 


W. P.- 
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